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Mr. Anfon immediately brought to with his fquadron 
and the prizes, having foon after feyen o'clock 
Gifpatched the Monmouth, Yarmouth, and. Nottingham, 
which fhips had fuftained no damage in the preceding 
ation, to purfue the convoy, which chen bore welt by 
fouth at the diftance of four or five leagues. The Falcon 
had been ordered to follow them from the commence- 
ment of the preceding adtion, and that velfel continued, dur« 
img the night, to make fignals to the fhips that were de+ 
tached, by burning falfe fires. The purfuers were in con- 
fequence enabled on the morrow to capture the Vigilant and 
Modefte, of 22 guns each, and fix other fhips of inferior 
note ; the remainder unfortunately made their efcape. This 
blow was moft feverely felt by France, who had vainly 
flattered herfelf, thar, by the means of that armament, fhe 
fhould render herfelf miftrefs of the Indian feas; and by 
that fuperiority be enabled to wreft, from the hands of the 
Britith, their moft valuable poffeffions in that part of the 
World. E 

‘The admiral returned immediately to England, b-inging 
the captive fquadron with him to Spithead: and fo high 
‘an opinion was entertained of the addrefs with which ke had 
sonduted himfelf, that, on the 13th of June, he was cre- 
ated a peer of Great Britain by the title of lord Anfony 
Baron of Soberton, in the county of Southampton. On 
the 17th of July he was advanced to be vice-admiral of 
the red, and on the 12th of May 1748, to be admiral of 
the blue. Immediately after this he was appointed to 
command the fquadron that convoyed king George the 
Second to and fromm Holland ; but was not engaged in any 
other material fervice till the year 1758, fometime after the 
ze-commencement of the war with France. In the 
month of April 1748, his Jordthig married the lady Elizae 
Beth York, eldeft daughter of Philip, firft earl ‘of Hard- 
wick, and Mary his wife, daughter of Charles Cocks, of 





et fe Gloire vous fuit,”” alluding to the names of two of ihe toptured 


thips. 

f. B. Io the preceding aflion the lols of the Englith amounted to 
five hundred twenty nien killed and woended ; anjong whom was 
captain Grenville of the Defiance billed, and taprin 
‘wounded in the fhoulder by a mutket ball. 

the 
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the city of Worcefter, efq. Lady Anfon died on the 1ft 
of June 2761, leaving no iffue. 

“Te retura to the account of his lordfhip’s fubfequent 
¢mployments and promotions. On the death of fir fubn 
Norris, in the month of July #749, he was appointed 
vice-admiral of Great Britatn ; and, on the 22d of June 
1954, was, on the refignation of the carl of Sandwich, pro« 
moted to be firit commiffioner of the admiralty, a {tation in 
which he continued, with a very fhort intermiffion, tilt 
his death. In 1752 he was named one of the lords 
juftices for the iniftration and direction of public 
affairs daring the abfence of the king in Germany; as he 
‘was again, in $754, on a repetition of the fame occafion. 
About this'time the conduét of the French court became 
extremely fufpicious, fo that it was deemed prudent to 
equip a number of fhips of war to be ready, in cafe of be~ 
ing obliged to procecd to’ extremities. The meafures 
taken..by his lordfhip and his colleagues were fo (piriteit 
and active, that England foon poffeiled a fet, in a com~ 

ete ftate of equipment, fuperior to any that could be 
Frought out by France. The confequence of this condu& 
was, thst, with the fingle excepti :n of their fuccefs againit 
Minorca, a fuccefs not improbably as much owing to neg- 
te& and deficiencies in other fervices and departments as 
im that of the marine, France never was able, during the 
whole ‘continuance of that rupture, to make any head 
againft the Britith navy, or to carry into execution am 
expedition of the fmaileft confequence, 

‘The unfortunate conqueft made by the French of the 
iMand of Minorca being however attributed, by mauy 
perfons, 10 a negleét in his lordfhip's department, a 

eral clamour was excited which caufed his retirc~ 
ment from that board on the 28th of November 1756:' 
from this time, till the beginning of July 1757, he 
enjoyed = temporary relaxation from the fatigues of 
public bufinefs. Mr. Pitt, who had, on the agth of June 
preceding, 'been reftored, in compliance with the wifhes of 
the people, to the office of fecretary of ftate, in which 
quality ‘he had the entire and fupreme direction of all 
public affairs, knew too well the value of his lordthip’s 
ability and tealfor the fervice of his country to foffer-hima 
ta live any tonger amenployed : "ho was res on 


the 
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the ad of July, recalled to his former ftation of firlt comi- 

miffionier of the admiralty. He hati been a thort time 

before advariced to be admiral of the whites and, in 1761, 
onthe death of admiral Clinton, was appointed admiral 

of the fleet, a mark of royal or public favour, very re- 

cedented, as fir William ey, who was afenior officer’ 
to his lordfhip, was alive, and was, indeed, himfelf ad- 

vanced to that very ftation after his lordthip’s deceafe ; 

which he coght, according to the rules of the fervice, to 

have received in the firit inftance. 

‘To return to his lordfhip. In the year 1758, having 
hoifted his flag on board the Royal George, he took upon 
him the command of the main fleet intended for Channel 
fervice ; and to amule or oppofe the principal naval force 
of the enemy,. while an inferior fquadron covered the 
Tanding of a formidable body of Britith troops on the very 
vitals of France. “Lhe force under lord Anfon confifted 
of twenty-two fhips of the line, with a proportionate 
maumber of frigates and fmaller veffels. With this fleet he 
failed from Spithead on the r{t of June, fir Edward Hawke 
being his fecond in command. This plan of operation 
completely anfwered the intended purpofe. THe French 
fleet was confined to the harbour of Breft, while the 
Britifh fquadron, under commodore Howe, performed 
every fervice that was required of it without the ‘fmalleft 
moleftation on the part of the enemy. After havin, 
executed this fervice his lordthip refigned his command, 
and continued on fhore occupied folely as a minifter, till 
after the acceflion of king George the Third. During 
this period he had certainly the happinefs of reflecting, 
that under no preceding adminiftration had the honour 
and chgraéter of the Britith navy fhone forth with more 
confpicuous luftre. Confined almoft without interruption 
to theit own ports, the navy of France faw the coafts of 
that kingdom daily infulted, their towns plundered, their 
harbours and dastiteatiags deftroyed, without the fmalleft 
oJ nity or power of revenging the injory, or wipin; 
oF the di pas. and welch hy by exeioos alo! R 
incredible, that nation made anseffort at retaliation, fhe 
founth herfelf not only .worfted,, but her laft hope of 
offence or refiftance almoft annihilated, and-driven back 
wish tesror and difinay to her own sharbourg, gir 
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had fearcely ‘quitted:with all the vaunts of proud and pre+ 
Sede conquerors bending their way aé to a certain 
vii es 

After the acceffion of king George the' Third, and his 
conclufion of 2 treaty of marriage between himfelf and 
ithe princefs Charlotte of Mecklenberg Strelitz, his lord- 
fhip was chofen to command the {quadron deftined 
to convoy the intended queen from Germany ; he accord+ 
ingly Giled from Harwich on the-17th of Auguit 1765 ; 
and, after a very long and -tempeftuous paflage from 
Germany, happily ‘landed his royal paffenger at the fame 
port, on the 17th of September, having been juft one 
month abfent on that fervice. After this period his lord- 
fhip never ‘went to fea. He had for a long time beén in 
a very latiguifhing ftate of health, and was advifed by his 
phyficians to drink the Bath waters, from which he was 
thought to have received confiderable benefit; but foon 
after his return was feized with a very fudden indifpofition, 
having juft before been walking in his garden apparently 
in:as geod health as he had been for fome time pait. He 
died, in confequence of that ftroke, at his feat at Moor 
Park, in Hertfordthire, on the 6th of June 1762. By his 
will he bequeathed the bulk of his fortune to his filter's 
fon, George Adams, efg. member for Saltath, in Corn- 
wall, who immediately affumed the name of Anfon, in 
pusfuance of his lordthip’s dire¢tions. 

‘The following account of that celebrated publication, 
the hiltory of his voyage, as well as the {hort trait of his 
lordhip's ‘charagter, is extraéted from the Biographical 
Digtionary. 

« As to his natural difpofition, he was calm, cool, and 
Ateady: but it is reported, that our honeft undefigning 
feaman was frequently a dupe at play: and it was wittily 
obferved. of him, that he had been round the world, but 


never in it. No mance ever met with amore fa~ 
yourable reception than lord Anfon's Voy round the 
World. - Four targe impreffions were ina twelve- 


month. It has been tranflated into molt weit European 

la and fill fapposts it reputation, It was coma 

poled under. tls lordthip's own yet from the 

“oaeriels : he furnithed, it. Benjamin rd 
0% TV: 
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who defigned, if he had remained.in England, to have 
fayoured the world with a fecund part of it" 
CORNWALL, James,—was, on the 3d of Aprit 
1724, appointed captain of the Sheernefs, after which time 
we find no mention made of him till the year 1733, when 
he was made commander of the Greyhound, a frigate of 20 
ins; which, with two others of the fame force, were 
fitted out for the purpofe of obtaining fatisfaction from 
the Salletines for the infult offered to the Aation, in the 
capture of an Englith thip, by one of their corfairs. 
This little {quadron, of which Mr. Cornwall was com- 
manding officer, failed from Portfmouth on the 3d of 
March, and arrived, after a very quick paffage, at Gi- 
braltar, on the rtth. They failed the next day for Te- 
tuan, the Bafhaw of which place was fo much the friend 
of peace, that he difpatched a fpecial meffenger to 
Mequinez, to intercede with the emperor and induce him 
to comply with the juft demands of the Britifh court. 
The matter would in all probability have been very 
amicably and fpeedily feitled, had not a confiderable 
number of Portuguefe been taken, a little time before, b 
fome of their corfairs, and carried into flavery. Thefe 
his Imperial majetty would not confent to the releaf=ment 
of, and, in confequence of his refufal, the Britith ships, 
together with fome of the Dutch nation, took their {tations 
off Tetuan, and blocked up the port fo completely that 
none of the corfairs could put to fea, 
Mr. Cornwall does not appear to have been engaged in 
any other memorable fervice during the continuance of 
peace ; but immediately after the commencement of hof- 
tilitics with Spain, he was pitched upon to command a 
{quadron intended to be fent into the South Seas, round + 
Capé Horn. A fecond armament of equal force was 
to have been fent to the Eaft Indies, under Mr, 
Anfon, who was to be joined” by -Mr.‘Cornwall. This 
Jan,- Which in all probability would have been of the 
Fighett ‘confequence and utility, was afterwards molt 
ftrangely abandoned, and, as we have already fhewn in: 
the lifeof Mr. Anfun, one part only of the intended ar- 
snament was difpatched : this was'put under’ that gentle- 
man’s command, who proceédéd to the South Seas in- 
fiead of Mr. Cornwall, No-particular mention isimade 
of 
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of the latter till the year 1741, when he commanded the 
Bedford, of feventy guns, one of the Channel feet under fir 
John Norris... The Spaniards having no force capable of 
enceuntermy it, nothing more ‘remarkable took. place 
than the ufual operations of cruifing, as well for the 
protection of Britith commerce againit any ftraggling 
thips or frigates which might flip out fingly. from the 
enemy's ports, as for the annoyance of that of Spain. 
Mr. Cornwall was foon afierwards ordered to the Medi- 
terranean *, where he was, on the refignation of captain 
Graves, appointed to fucceed him in the command of the 
Marlborough. He ferved with the mott difinguithed 
reputation, in the unfortunate encounter with the French 
and Spanith ficets off ‘Loulon, being {tationed as one 
of the feconds to Mr. Mathews, the commander-in-chief, 
whom he tmoft nobly and gallantly fupported, till the fatal 
moment that deprived him of life, and his admiral of fo 
brave a coadjutor t. ‘The 





* With Mr. Mathews, fee vol- iii- p. 255, the Burford being,’ by 
miflake,flated as oneof the Ships fent out with him inflead of theBedford. 

+ The parliament, in gratitude to the bravery of this noble unfor= 
tueaig coutmender, yutet’a taigs Tom af miacey for the eredian of s 
{plendid monument, in Wellminfter-abbey, to bis memory. 

“ ‘This beautiful monument (fays the defcription) is thirty-fix feet 
high, and hasa bold bafe and pyramid of rich Sicilian marble: againft 
the pyramid is arock, (embellithed with naval trophies, fea-weeds, &c.) 
in which are two cavities: in one isa Latin epitaph; in the other a view 
of the fea-fight before Toulon, in haffo relievo; on the fore-ground 
the Marlborough, of nincty gurs, is feen, fiercely engaged with admi- 
ral Navarro’s fhip, she Real, of hundred and fourteen guns, and, 
her two feconds, all of which arc in the aét of raking the Marlborough 
fore and aft. On the rock fland two figures ; one reprefents Britannia 
‘under the charaéter of Minerva, accompanied bya lion; the other figure 
is Fame, who, baving prefented to Mine: medallion of the hero, 
fupports it whit ch ited to publick » Clofe t@ the medallion 
in a globe, as are various honorary crowns due to vatoar. Bebind 
the Sure ina lofty fpreading palm-tree, whereon is fixed the hero's 
fhield or coat of arms, ropeher with a Jaurel tree; both which iffue 
from the naturally-barren rock, as allading to fome heroic and un- 
common event. In the front of ‘the monument is the following 
infeription, 





























Aaiongit the monumtots of ancient merit, 

In this Sacred cathedyal, let the name of 

nu, JAMRS CORNWALL 

Be preferved, the third fon of Hany CorswAit, 
Bradwardin calle, in the county of Hereford, efq. 
‘Who, from the very old and illuftrious flock of 
The Plantagenets, gs 
Ie Deriving 
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"The annexed letter, written by an impartial perfor om 
board’ the Marlboraugh ina very few-days after the aétion, 
will beft explain thé ‘fiare that unfortamate thip held in 
the encounter, This mult certaitfly be confidered one of 
the moft authentic azd‘curious documents’ that has ever 
been hitherto made public relative to it, more particularly; 
as having been drawn up before the minds of men were fo 
heated with the frenzy ‘of party and attachment to one fide 
of the queftion of other, that little auttenticity could’ be 
expected. from their accounts: ‘ 


*¢ Marlborough, Mahon harbour, 16 Beb..1743-4. 
« Sir, ‘ — 

« If you.received' mine of te rf inftant, with P.S. of 
6th, you would not be furprized when-informed of the 
battle off Toulon; and though you probably will hear of 
it before you have this, yet believe a letter from one in: 
the battle will not be di ible to you. 

“ On the 8th, O.S. ourcruifersoff Toulon madea fignal 
that the French and Spanith fleets were preparing to come 
out, which they did accordingly that evening and next 
morning, when we Jikewife weighed; but the wind 
blowing pretty frefh N.N.W. and the enemy having 
the weather gage, we returned to Hieres in the afternoon: 





Deriving a cruly ancient [pirit, became 
A naval commander of the rfl eminence, 
Equally and defervedly hompured by the rears.and 
Applaufe of Britons, as 2 man 
‘Who bravely defended-the caufe of his country 
Ja that few fight off Toulon; 
And being by 2 chain-thor deprived 
Of both his legs at a blow, fell unconquered 
On the 27th of Feb. 1793, in the 4th year of his age, 
Bequeathing his anitaced example to his fellow 


iors, 
As the legaey of a dying Englifhrman, 
Whofe exrsardinaty valu Soul fe recommended! 
To the emulation of poflerity in a more ample eulogy 
‘Than by Co fingular an inttadce’oFhonoary 
Since the Faliatient Of Great Britta, by 20 unanimoos 
. BRE, 
Refelved, that a monument, the public-expencey 
Should be concen te the memory 
OF this moft heroic perfor." 
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‘and Jay at fingle anchor, intending, ‘if the enemy fteered 
‘towards Italy, to follow them by thc eaftern paflage, and 
hoping by that meansto-get to windward of them. They 
dtretched to the fouthward, but were becalmed that night 
at the back of the weftermoft ifland. On the rothwe failed 
-out agains and the wind changing to the caft, we had then 
‘the weather gage. “Ti ie Chiche and Boyne, of eighty 
ns each, jomed us that morning from land. ‘hat 
y we could not come up to the enemy. dn the night 
the vice-admiral’s divifion fell aftern. On the trth, in the 
morning, we were joined by the Royal Oak, of feventy 
guns, the enemy about two leagues diftance ina very good 
line, fometimes svith an eafy fail, fometimes lying-to ex- 
peBinguss our linen no order, the vice-admiral's divifion 
ing far aftern, and that of the rear-admiral not in their 
flations. Admiral Mathews made ail the fai] he could, 
repeating the fignals for theline. About twelve, at noon, 
his divifion and fome of the rcar-admiral's came up within 
gun-fhot of the enemy. His firft intention was to attack 
the French admiral in the Terrible, of feventy-four guns, 
our thip and the Norfolk were to have been his feconds ; 
and axcorutngly paffed by within mofket-fhot of the 
Real without fring at her : but finding the French adrhiral 
Stretched away with all the fail he-could in order ta get to 
swindward theadmiral thoughthe might interceptfome of the 
Spanifh thips, and ordered ws to tack and engage the Real. 
le likewife tacked and fired at, receiving one broadfide 
from the Real thimfelf, which wounded his main-maft and 
diurt his rigging very much, fo that he fell uff, and could 
not come up again till we were difabled. We were 
within lefs than piftol-fhot along- fide of the Real, who had 
for her Second a feventy gen fhip that Jay upon our 
quarter. We fired our firft broadfide at one o'clock, and 
continued*engaged with both thefe thips, without an 
affiftance, till thirty-five minutes after four ; fometimes fo 
‘near that our yard-armaouched that of the Rea}, and never 
further than piftol-thot : at laft, all the Real’s guns were 
filenced ; at leaft they made no return to the fire we made, 
and fhe went @ff: her fecond followed her and gave us a 
broadfide at parting. The Real had her main-yard and 
fore-top/matt hot througtr in feveral places ; two port-holes 
deat into, one. We eile ee, Gifabled; our ae 
3 mi 
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maftand mizen-maft were thotaway;ourcaptain,Cornwall, 
was killed, having both his leges fhot off; captain Godfrey, 
of Read's regiment, part of which was on board our fhip, 
was killed; our firft lieutenant, Frederick Cornwall, had 
his right arm fhot off; our matter, Caton, both his leggs, 
and is fince dead; fifty men were killed; one hundred and 
forty wounded ; Dalrymple, enfign in Read's, had all his 
‘eloaths torn, his back’ razed, and himfelf ftunned by 
a. cannon ball; he was carried down as dangeroufly 
wounded to the furgeon; but as foon as he recovered him- 
felf, finding his wound but flight, returned with great 
courage to his poft. ‘Thus difabled, we faw five large 
thips of the enemy coming down upon us: we were inno 
condition either to fight or make off, but fent to acquaint 
the admiral with our ftate; he had made a fignal to the 
Ann galley firethip, Macky, to endeavour to burn the 
Real : and having refitted his rigging, was preparing, if 
that failed, to attack her himfelf. The firefhip came 
within a few yards of the Real: but the Spanifh admiral 
having perceived his intention, fent his launch full ef men 
to take the firefhip. In the {cuffle both launch and fire- 
hip were burnt, and all inthem. Our admiral then bore 
down upon the Real, which being perceived by the fhips 
who were going to attack us, they left us to aflift their 
admiral. “This was followed by a very {mart engagement 
between. fome of our (hips and theirs, which la! about 
an hour, when the night parted them. The Berwick, 
Hawke, totally difabled a Spanifh"man of war, of fixty 
or feventy guns, fhooting away-all her mafts: a French 
man of war, of fixty guns, was’ funk: the Norfolk, 
Forbes, obliged a fhip that engaged her to make off: the 
rear-admiral fell in with the French admiral, three more 
French men of war, and two Spaniards, and was very 
feverely handléd, but not difabled. ‘That night our fhip 
‘was int perpetual apprehenfion of being boarded by fome 
of the enemy's frcihips; but the next morning we faw 
the enemy about four leagues a-head of uss and the 
Somerfet, one of our headmott thips, engaged with one of 
their's; who, after an hotir's fight, made fail to their fleet ; 
when the Somerfet did not think fit to foow her, “That 
morning the Burford, of feventy guns,,joined us; the ad- 
miral, in a very good line, followed the encmy: the 
vices 
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vice-admiral’s divition being at lait come up, the Oxford 
-was left to take care of us to Mahon... About eight at 
night we faw, at about the diftance of eight leagues, 3 
fhip blown up. The wind was cafterly, and the enemy 
to the weftward of Toulon, fo that we were fure they 
could not recover their own port. Thenextday, ther 3th, 
the wind blew very hard, though fair. Our thip havin, 
very little fail, for our foremaft was alfo wounded, volled 
very much and put the wounded men to great pain, who, 
in their agony, cried ont, they wifhed they had dicd fink- 
ing and funk by the Real. ‘ednefday morning we got 
fafe here, and have reafon to blefs God we had fo eed a 
pallage, for had the winds been contrary we had probably 

riffied.« The Spaniards, both before and in the aétion, 

haved.like Englithmen. ‘Their admiral, Don Juan de 
Navarro, was bred a lawyer, but has fhewn himfelf_not 
unworthy of the command he is entrufted with. The 
French admiral, Le Court, was captain to count Thou- 
loufe in the Malaga engagement, and is reckoned a brave 
oldman. Perhaps foie queftions may be afked of fome 
of our captains— 

«« The French admital eommanded, the Spanifh admi- 
ral repeating the fignals after him : this was, I fuppofe, to 
fhew that they were under the protection of the French : 
nor did they fire till we gave the firft broadfide. The 
enemy had twenty-eight fhips of the line; we twenty-nine, 
reckoning the reinforcement mentioned above ; but not 
above ten of our's engaged. Had we been in a regular line 
in all probability we muft have totally routed them. As 

. to our killed and wounded I cannot giye any particular 
account. Captain Forbes was flightly wounded by a en 
over his foot ; captain Ruffel, the admiral’s captain, Ioft 
his right arm; Darby, lieutenant of marines, in the 
admiral's thip, was blown up by fome powder in the 
poop, but nor killed; Carter, an enfign from Gibraltar, 
tothe Barfleur, loft an arm and an eye. 

« Laft night oug whole fleet appeared in fight of the 
ifland; and this morning the bofaissl thip, lard CoWill, 

- came in, he fays, that the flecta-did not engage again on 
Sunday ; that the thip blows up on Sunda: Srening was 
one of the enemy's, which been difabled; probably, 
by the Berwick; out of bine the enemy had ae 

14 a 
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all the men, except eleven, whom we made prifoners; and 
then, by our boats, Jet the 3 on fire, at the Real 
was feen dn Sunday inthe faine fhattered condition 
fhe left us, without a main-yard, and all her fails in rags. 
‘That the fleets were feparated on thes 3th by the hard gale,and 
that Mr. Mathews had purfued the enemy to the coaft of 
Catalonia. That onthe r7th the Firedrake bomb joined him 
from Villa Franca, who had {een feven Spanith men of war 
bearing to the northward; upon which Mr. Mathews had 
changed his courfe in hopes of finding them. 1 heartily 
with I could have fent you the news of a.viftory. Ours 
had the advantage; but not fo much as might have been 
expected, I can affure you we have loft no thip; nor is 
there any one difabled but the Marlborough. I am under no 
finall apprehenfion about the reports, which youwill have 
from the French, about this battle, in England; and, as 
they are well acquainted with all our fhips, make no quef- 
tion but they will fay the Marlborough is loft or burnt. 

« Nineteenth February, captain Cornifh, in the 
Guernfey, came in his boat a-fhore this day, and fays, that 
the hip burnt had firlt ftrack; that we took two hundred 

rifoners,.and then, as fhe was difabled, fet her on fire. 

‘hat the Real had two thoufand men on board; and that 
an incredible flaughter was made, according to the account 
given by the captain of the Spanifh Sup that ftrnck. 
Captain Cornith adds, that he faw three fleets near Bar~ 
celona; from which we have reafon to fear, that the Breft 
{quadron has joined them. % 

NORRIS, Mathew,—was, on the 3d gf April 1724, 
seroiaed captain of the Loweftoffe frigate. “Phis is the 
only mention we find made of him in any command; for 
althongh he might have probably received feveral com~ 
mi(fions fubfequent to the above, yet, in ‘time of peace, 
Vite information is to be colleéted, except accidentally, 
telative to thofe that have not fomething remarkable to 
iftinguifh them by. Qn the gth of December 1737, he 
‘was appointed commilflioner of the, navy, refident at Ply- 
mouth, as fucceflor tg fir Nicholas Trevanion. He en- 
joys this appointmént for a twelvemonth, only, dying at 

thon the 45th of December 1738, 


MAYNE, 
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1725 


MAYNE, Perry, —the fon of captain Covill Mayne, 
of whom fome account has been already given*, was, on 
the 24th of September 1725, appointed captain of the 
Dragon, We donot find any other mention made of him 
till the rupture was on the eve of taking place with Spain, 
in 1739: he was then captain of the Worcefter, of fixty 
guns, one of the thips fent with Mr. Vernon on the ex- 

ition againft Porto Bello. Captain Mayne very cone 
fpicuoufly diftinguithed himfelf in the celebrated attack 
of that fortrefs; and continuing afterwards in the Welt 
Indies urider Mr. Vernon, was prefent at the unfortunate 
expedition againft Carthagena, as well as thofe which took 
place in the intermediate {pace of time previous to it. 
After the failure he was, on the 25th of May 1741, pro- 
moted to the Orford, as fucceffor to the lord Auguftus 
Fitzroy, and remained on the fame ftation till the 
1745. On the 23d of April he was advanced to 
be rear-admiral of the blue, and was on his return to 
England in company with the Experiment, but was un- 
fortunately wrecked in the windward paffage; the Orford 
having ran on a reef of rocks, called the Hogtties, the thip 
was totally loft, but the creiy all faved their lives. In the 
beginning of the year, 1746 he was appointed fecond in 
command of the fleet in the Channel, under vice-adiiral 
Martin, and in the fame year was, as fucceffor tofirC. Ogle, 
made prefident of the court-martial held for the porpolt of 
trying the admirals, Mathews and Leftock. During the 
time he was thus employed he became involved in a ferious 
difpute with fir J. Willes, who was then lord chief juftice of 
the court of common pleas. One of the members of the 
court-miartial having been ferved with a fs iffuing 
fromthe civil power, which Mr. Mayne and his colleagues’ 
deemed an illegal infringement of the privileges of perfons, 
employed as they at that time weres they formed a ftring 
‘of ‘refolutions fighly refleGting on the charaCter and con- 
du& of fir John, who im histurn complained and took the 
OSE ITS SEI OL PALETTES 
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roper meafiizes for the vindication of his own honour. 

Maitre were at laft accommodated to the mutual fatif- 
faction of all parties: Mr. Mayme aad his friends, fen- 
fible of their miftake, were not afhamed to acknowledge 
it; thus this difagreeable affair immediajely dropped, 

‘On the 14th of july £746, he wag advanced to he fears 
admiral of the red; as he was, on the 15th of July 17475 
to be vice of the white; and, on the rath of May 1748, 
to be vice of the red. He continued in this ftation till 
the 25th of February 1757, and then totally retired from 
the fervice ona penfion slvalent to his half-pay as a vice- 
admiral. He died in England on the sth of Auguft 1761. 

PEYTON, Sir Yelverton*,—was the eldeft fon’ of 
Charles Peyton, of Grimfton, in the county of Norfolk, ° 
efq. which Charles was the third fon of Thomas Peyton, 
of Rougham, efq. only fon of fir Edward Peyton, bart. by 
his fecond marriage. Sir Yelverton fucceeded to the 
baronetage on the death of his coufin, fir John Peyton, 
bart. without iffue, in the year 1721. He was, after 
pafling regularly through the feveral fubordinate ftations, 
appointed captzin of the Diamond on the 22d of March 
2725, and was very foon afterwards ordered, with the 
fquadron under vice-admiral Hofier, to the Weft Indies: 
he was then promoted to the command of the Dunkirk, 2 
fourth rate of fixty guns. He returned from that tation 
in the eufting {pring, after.the deceafe of Mr. Hofier, 
and arrived at Spithead about the middle of March 1728, 
bringing the firft advice of the arrival of vice-admiral 
Hopfon, who was fent out thither to take the command. 
In 1735 he accompanied fir John Norris to Lifbon, being 
then captain of the Litchfield, a fourth rate of fifty guns, 





* This family, as Mr. Camden obferves, derive themfelves from 
the Uffords, earls of Suffolk, who defcended from William Malet, a 
Norman baron; that was theriff of Yorkthire in the third of Wiliam? 
and from him received the grants of many lordfhips, and smancrs, 
Among others he polfelled thole of Sibton and Peyton-ball, in-Com, 
‘Spffolk, at the time of the general furvey. Michar, fays.the author 
GFW cite, formerly helonged to the Beraards, which came to 1) 
family of the Peyton's by marriage: which knightly family of Peyton 
fioweréd out of the fame male Mock,’ whence the Lford’s, earls oF 
Suffolk, deicended, ssbeit they alfumed the furname-of Peyton, ec 
cording to the ule of that age, from their manor of Peytop-ball. in 
Boxford, in the county of Suliglk, 

No 
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No other mention is made of this gentleman till after 
the recommencement of hoftilities with Spain, in, the 
year 1739; he then commanded the Heétbr, of forty 
guns, one of the fhips fent.to Gibraltar, and afterwards 
ftationed on-the coalt of Virginia. In this fervice his 
conduc& was fo reprehenfible, that; on his return to 
England in 1742, fe was brought to a court-martial, 
which was ‘held on board the St. George, at Spit- 
head, on the gth of June; Mr. Cavendifh being pre- 
fident. He was fentenced to be difmiffed the fervice, and 
adjudged incapable of ever ferving again in the royal navy. 
He died, according to Mr. Hardy, on the roth of O&ober 
1749; but a private memorandum fays, on the roth of 
Augutt 1748. 


1726. 


CHAMBERLAIN, Charles. — This gentleman is 
barely comprifed in the lift of that clafs of officers whofe 
memoirs are here given. He had ferved with the moft 
diftinguifhed reputation as commander of a floop of war; 
and is, by many perfons, confounded with captain Peter 
Chamberlain, of whom fome account has been given *. 
Having become tuo infirm for aétive fervice, he was, on 
the gth of March 1724-5, appointed one of the captains 
in Greenwich-hofpital ; and, as an honourable teftimony 
of the general efteem in which he was held, as a man and 
as an officer, was, notwithftanding he might be confidered 
as totally out of the fervice, appointed, pro forma, on the 
mn of January 1725-6, to be captain of the Hamphhiret. 

‘his commiffion was granted him for no other purpofe 
than that of giving him the rank of captain in the navy, 
and. is:therefore to be confidered as merely honorary: 
of courfe never went to fea; but continuing to retain his 
appointment at Greenwich, died there on the 6th of 


April.1737.- ? 


* Voli TT: p. 944. 
+ Other accounts fey the Weymowsh. 
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COTTERELL, Charies,—was, on the 2gth of June 
1726; appointed captain of the Diamond frigate, as fuc- 
ceffor oe Yelverton Peyton, We do not find him in 
any other command till the year 1731, when he was cap- 
tain of the Princefs Louifa, a fourth raté of fixty guns. 
‘We are again deftitute of ag information concernii 
him till the year 1739, when, foon after the rupture 
taken place with Spain, he was appointed to the Lion, 
which was, like the thip he before commanded, a fourth 
rate of Siaty gos. During the furnmer of the year 1740 
he ferved under fir John Norris in the Channel fleet; and 
afterwards accompanied fir Chaloner Ogle, when fent out 
to the Weft Indies for the purpofe einforfing Mr. 
Vernon, and proceeding on the expedition againft Car- 
thagena, He continued there fome fhort tinfe after the 
failure of that enterprife; and on his arrival in England 
‘was appointed, in the beginning of the year 1742, to the 
Canterbury. He was next fent to Gibraltar, where he did 
not continue Jong ; and foon after his return was advanced 
to the command of the Royal George, a firft rate. 
This fhip was not employed in any fervice beyoud that 
of cruifing in the Channel, fo that we have nothing to 
commemorate farther than the mere record of his com- 
miffion, which is faid to have been the laft he ever re- 
ceived. In the month of July 1747, he retired totally 
from the fervice, being put, with a number of other 
gentlemen, on the fuperannuated lift, with the rank and 
half-pay of a rear-admiral. He'died in England on the 
28th of July 1754. 

DANSAYS, Francis,—in the latter end of the year 
4725 commanded a floop of war belonging to the fqua- 
dron which was ordered for Holland, to efcort from 
thence king Ge the Firlt, who was on his return 
from his German inions. They failed from Helvoet- 
fluys about one in the afternoon on new year’s day, 1726, 
‘with a fair wind at north caft;. but a moft violent flomm, 
accompani¢d by hail and rain, arofe about feven o'clock 
in the evening, and feparated thé whole Rect, fo that the 
veflel commanded by Mr. Danfays was the only onc 
which could keep: company withthe Royal Yacht: this 
he was fottunate enough to effeét through the whole 
tempeft, which contintied upwatds..ef thirty-fix “hours. 
The exertions made on this occafion i: lately ante 

4 the 
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the royal. eyes. procured his promotion, on the esth of 
fpocery 4726, 5 Samp few,days only after-his Ado in 

gland, to be:captain of the Swallow, of “fifty guns. 
He was immediately grdercd for the Mediterrancan, 
where he ferved ir the admirals Haddock and fir C. 
Wager sewell revious to the rupture with Spain, as durin, 
the fubfe ment he of Gibraltar. [He did not return wii 
the divifions u: fir Charles Wager, or commodore 
Stewart, in April 1728, after the fiege was concluded, 
jo remained on that ftation tll the month of June. 
‘Ammediately on -his arrival in England Ke was advanced 
to the command of the Kingiton, of fixty guns, one of 
afc two-decked fhips put into cammiffion on the 27th 
of july. . 

Te cinast to command the above fhip till the end 
of the year 1729, when it was ordered to be put out of 
eommiffion, with eleven others, of two decks, felected 
from the fleet which had been kept, during the two pre- 
ceding fummers, at Spithead, ready for immediate fer- 
vice, upder the orders of fir Charles Wager; but which, 
owing to the temporifing conduét of the diiferent furround- 
ing Rates, never proceeded to fea. Captain Danfays 
was, fome little time after this, appointed to the Cen- 
turion, 2 fhip employed oa fome unnoticed fervice. He 
was, dn his quitting this command, made captain of the 
Cathesine yacht, in which ftation remaining when the 

rincels of Saxcuotha, betrothed to Frederic prince of 

‘ales, fon to king Gtorge the Second, arrived in Eng- 
land, he had the honour of attending her: and 
was, at fome {ubfequent period, removed into the Fubbs 
yatht. He continued to command this veffel till the year 
1745*, when he was, on the 16th of December, appointed 
fecond, captain of Greenwich-hofpital. On the death of 
captain Lawrence, on the 8th. of December 1747, 
he fucceeded. him as firlt captain, and on the 4th of Au- 
guft.was advanced to be lientenant-governor thereof. He 
Fetained this ftation till his death, on the sth of Auguft 
4754» aud was buried in the maufoleum erected purpolely 
to receive the remains of the officers of that eftablifhment. 

PROCTOR, George,—was, an the 31ft of March 
4726, appoinged captain of the Affiftance, a fifty gun fhip, 

* In this pear he bed the fingolar office of conveying the marihal 
te Belicifle innce'in the Fubbe ey 

one 
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one of the fleet ordered to the Balticuunder the command 
of fir Charles Wager. Nb other méntion is made of him 
except that he died at Lifbon in 1736, being at that time 
captain of the Centurion. . ~ 


1727. 


ANNESLEY, Henry. — This geterat is inferted 
in rear-admiral Hardy’s lift of naval commanders as hav- 
ing been appointed to the Diamond on the ad of June 1727, 
and is faid to have died in the Weft Indies captain of the 
fame fhip, on the 19th of June 1738. We have to 
obferve, that we cannot find the fmalleft mention made of 
this gentleman by any other perfon; and his name js 
omitted in every MS. lift of officers we have becn ‘able to 
ure, During a confiderable pee of the period 
affigned for this gentleman’s having held the above com~- 
miffion, the Diamond was commanded by Mr. Anfon. 
ARNOLD, Thomas, — was the defcendant of a re- 
fpedtable and flourifhing family long fettled at Loweftoft, 
in the county of Suffolk*. He was fent to fea under the 
“very honourable patronage of fir George Byng: and after 
having ferved 2 confiderable time ina fubordinate ftation, 





© “ The Arnolds have been a flourithing family in that town ever 
fince the reign of queen Elizabeth, for we find that, in 1584, Natha« 
niel Arnold was ane of the fob es Ann Girling's donation, 
Thomas, his fon, lof g75l. 2g. by a great fire there in 1664. 
Maher, fon of ‘Thome, marvel ——~ Coe, probably daughter of 
Robert Coe, (of an ald family in the fame town) who loft eel, by. 
the great fire in 1644. From Matthew defcended, 18. Matthew, 
fathe? of Aldous Arnold, ef, who hath tue. 2d. Thomas, captorg 
in the tavy, deceafed; who left iffue, Thomas, who went round the: 
world with commodore Anfon; and other children. gd. Coe, father 
of the Jate Matthew Arnold, common brewer, who was the fathet of 
Aldous Arnold, an eminent fargeon; and other iffue (and who was 
alfo brother of John Arnold, another fon of Coc’s, décealed, who 
left iffue), 4th: John, deceafed; and, 5th. Henry, 3 mariner, de~ 

cealed, without ifluc.”—-Hiftory of Loweflolt. ’ 
wasy 
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was, in the year 1718, appointed firft -licitenant of the 
‘Superbe, cominanded by captain Streynfham Mgfter. We 
have already rclated‘in general terms the honourable fharc 
that fhip had in’ obtaining the well-known victory over 
the Spanifh fleet off Sicily: and the following additional 
particulars relative to it are extracted fom the Hiftory 
of Loweftoft, the author of which, we make no doubt, 
had good authority for his account of that part of the 
aétion in which Mr. Arnold was more immediately con- 
cerned. P 

*€ Captain Matter,” fays our hiftory, “ being diffdent 
as to the molt fuccefsfiil method of attacking the Royal 
Philip, confulted his firft lieutenant, Mr. Armeld, who 
replied, that as the eycs of tire whole flect were upon him, 
expeéting the moft vigorous efforts in the difcharge of his 
duty in that critical moment, he advifed him to board the 
Royal Philip immediately fword in hand. The counfel 
of Mr. Arnold was immediately put in execution; and as 
his office of firft licutenant obliged him, he himfelf 
headed the affailants and carried his point. In the above 
fervice Mr. Arnold received a wound fo dangerous, in one 
of his hands and arms, as rendered them almoft ufclefs 
during the remainder of his life.” It is added, * thatasit 
is cuftomary at Loweitoft to hang flags acrofs the ftreets 
at-weddings, the colours belonging to the Royal Philip, 
taken by, lieutenant Arnold, have been frequently made 
ufe of upon thofe occafions.” 

Soon after the above aétion, the gallantry of Mr. 
Arnold was rewarded by an appointment to be .omman- 
der of the Spy Sloop of war, in which he was fent cxprels 
to the Welt Indies. This veffel is reported to have becn 
in fo bad a condition, that the greateft fears were enter- 
tained forhis fafety. He was, however, fortunate enought 
to return to England -without having experienced any dif- 
after. On the 19th of September 1727, he was promoted 
to the rank of captain in the navy, and appointed to the 
Fox; in which fhip he was immediately ordered out on the 
Carolina ftation. Finding, on his return to England, 
that his old friend and patron, the lord vifcount, Torrington. 
was dead, in confequence of which accident his hopes of 
future advancement were fruftrated; and the infirmities 
occafioned by his wound beroxning daily more eae 
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Ne.came to a refolution of sefigning his command in the 
navy. -He afterwards went to Yagmnouth, in .Nor= 
folk, wheré he died, on the gaft of Auguft 1737, in the 
fifty-cighth year of his age. He was interred in Lowe- 
ftoft church, where an handfome monument is erected to 
his memory, with an infcription®, conveying a re- 
prefentation of the charaéter of this brave and worthy 
man, as well in public as private life. 

BERKELY, Honourable William, —+ was the fecond 
fon of the right honourable William, lord Berkely, of 
Stratton, and Frances his wife, daughter of fir John 
‘Temple, of Eaft Sheen, in the county of Surry ; he was 
sonfequently nephew to thofe eminent naval characters 
John and Charles, lords Berkely, of Stratton, in fuccef- 
fiont: Purfuing the fteps of thofe great men, ‘he entered 
early in life into the fea fervice. Having ferved a fuffi- 
cient time in the feveral fubordinate ftations, and acquired 
a proper knowledge of the duties of his ftation fo as to 
enable him to fill it with credit to himfelf and advantage 
to his country, he was, on the 11th of December 1727, 
appointed captain of the Superbe, but other accounts fay 
the Rippon. His naval fife was unhappily too fhort, and 
the fervices on which he was employed too difadvanta- 
geous for a gallant-man, to permit him to difplay thofe 





In memory of captain Tomas ARNOLD, 
‘Who ferved in the royal navy forty years, 
And in every flztion 
Diftingnilhed his condufl and bravery 5 
. Worthy to command the Britith fleet. 
Asan hulband, a father, and a friend, 
Tender, indulgent, fincere, 
‘After various toils and hazards, 
és Polfelled of every comfort 
0° ready, im his declinio, 
To Gerifice Fis eafey and eves bis ie, 
In bis country's caule) 
He died in hopes of a joyfal refureeAtion, 
Auugt ye git A.D. 1737, aged 58. 
The arms of ARNOLD, 
Sable—A Chevron, Aig. between 3 Dolphins, Naiant of the Some. 
* Ceeft—On 2 Wreath, a Dolphin, Naiant, Arg. 
“4 Sde Vol. II. p, 87, and 124, 
. talents 
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lents, whi raced,,his noble anceftors, and which we 
we no dpubt, of. this govemants haying poffeffed with 
padiminif ” 'n. 1732 he was appoihted to the 
'yger, and ordered to the coaft of-Guinea, from whence 
he jwas afterwards to. proceed. 10 Barbadoes, He unhaj 
ily died at fea, on his paflage thither from Africa, on 
*agth of March 1733. * - 
BRETT, Timo: hye waty on tbe 4th of May 1727 
appointed captain of the Deal Calle frigate. We do 
not find any other particulars concerning him, except that 
he died in En, on the 3d of May 1739, being at that 
time captain of the William and Mary yacht. 
BYNG, The Honourable John. — This unfortunate 
man avas abe fourth fon of George, firft lord vifcount 
Torrington, and Margaret his wife, daughter of James 
‘Mafter, of. Ealt Langdon, in the county of Kent, efq. 
Be ove born at Southill in the year 1704, and entered 
into the fea fervice, under the aufpices of his father, at 
the age of thirteen years. After pafling regularly throngh 
the feveral fubordinate ftations, he was, on the 8th of 
Auguft 1727, appointed captain of the Gibraltar frigate, 
one of the fhips at that time employed on the Mediterra» 
ean ftation. We do not find. his name again particu- 
Jasly mentioned till the year 1741, when he commanded 
the Sunderland, of fixty guns. On the 13th of March 
1741-2, being {till captain of the fame thip, he was 
pointed governor and commander-in-chief in and over 
the ifland of Newfoundland, the fort of Placentia and all 
other its Aependencies, On his return to England he 
‘was removed into the Winchefter, of fifty guns, une-ef 
fhips employed in the Channel; and, on the -8th of 
finest 745) was promoted to be rear-admiral of the 
ue, : 


‘After the commencement of the rebellion in Scotland 
he. was appointed commander-in-chief of a fquadron 
Stationed on that coalt, for the purpofe. of. preventing the 
Introdadiigh of any fopplies from France for the ufe of 
the infaggents. During the whole-time he was employed 
gn this fervice he difplayed the greateft attention, activity, 
nod, (pirit... The caufe and meafuresiof the rebels wore 
hhot_oply confiderably impedad, but the friends anqd_ad> 
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countepance, and proteions he was afterwards ordered 
‘to the Mediterrancan; and, on the 2gth of July S14G0 
twas advariced to bé vice-admiral of the blue. Ont 
Me of Auguit following ke fucceeded, ‘on the death of 
t. Medley, to the chief command ; and continusd ta ag 
on every pollible oceafion in condert with the Auftrian 
general ; confirming, while employed on the above fervick, 
that ‘charaéter which he had before acquired. Nothiog 
remarkable, however, took place diring the \con- 
tinuance of the war; nor have we asiy thing farther to 
record previous to the re-commencement of hoftilities 
with France, except his having been, on the 12th of May 
3748, advaoced to be vice-admiral of: the red. At the 
end of the year 1755 being appointed'to commtand a 
Squadron equipped, as well for the Channel fetvice as to 
_ctuile off Cape Finiterre, and in the bay of Bifcay ; he was 
ut to relieve fir E¢w. Hawke, who had been previ- 
aully employed on that ftation.. Mr..Byng on this occa- 
fion hoifted his flag on board the Ramillies, the fame fhip 
he retained during his continuance, unfortunasely for ~ 
himfelf, in command. ‘ = 
The hoftile intentions of the French court became now 
very evident and apparent even to the mcaneft capacity. 
Intelligence was repeatedly received by adminiftration, 
ahat a very powerful armament was in a forward ftate of 
equipment at Toulon: even as far back as the thonth of 
September pofitive information was {aid to have been fet 
to the fecretary of ftate, that it Was to confift of twelve, 
fourteen, or fifteen thips of the line, with aconfidereble 
fumber.of tranfports under their convoy, and 2 formid- 
able land force well provided with a train of artillery, and 
all the ftores and implements neceffaty for a fiege. The 
French induftrioufly fpread 2 rumour that this armada 
was deftined either for the attack of the Britith colonies 
in America, or the invafion of England itfelf. Common 
reafon and'French political prudence. mititated Sronsiy 
againit the laft atterapt, and pofitive notice thet the 
wait vidtualled only for two months, might have convinced 
ernment that the firft wasy under thofe circumftances, 
ithpoffible ; neverthelefs, no teafures were taker either 
10 re-inforce the gacrifen of fort St. Philip, ‘whith wes 
known to-bs very weak, foas:to enable itto Randa Gage 
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wend ‘defend irfelf, “or to: fend: a navel force fuifficient to 
‘prevent the invafion of the ifland itfelf. 4 
wv Exprefs followed fs from Englith perfons fettled 
-in that part of the world, all corroborating ¢ach other and 
‘agreeing as to the devoted fpoton which the cloud and 
‘gathering ftorm of war was deftined to vent its fury; 
official information, to the fame precife effect, was re- 
ceived from the Britith confuls at Genoa and Carthagena. 
Still did adminiftration continue perfeétly torpid ; deaf to 
refentation; and blind to the fenfe of danger; the 
*wiater paffed on without the fmalleft effort being made to 
parry the intended ftroke.. At length the pofitive affur- 
ances of general Blakeney, that the {quadron of the enemy 
was Teady for fea; that its deftination was Minorca; and 
-that his farrifom was very i wate to refift fo formid- 
able an attack, appeared to awaken miniftry from their 
trance: Mr. Byng was accordingly advanced to be admiral 
ofthe blue, and appointed to command the fquadron de~ 
ftined for this important fervice- 
There appears to have been fomething worfe than a 
natural aL ordinary fatality in the whole arrangement 
of the bufinefs ; misfortune feems to have been courted: 
and, from the eae of ail who were concerned in the 
m of affairs; foreigners might not unnatural! 
Haare ts conclude, front ae ‘iaparaal view of thewhobe 
tranfa@ion, that it was aGually predetermined Minorca 
*fhoutd’ tae fuffered So: lume eagigctal the French, 
by way'o! ‘ing To lerable an armament; and 
the an pte to it, as it might prohably have 
transferred the tempeft te fome more vital part, would, 
‘on that account, have been confidered as a ferious difap - 
50 » Mr. Byng was an officer by no means po- 
«pulars he was a very ftriét difciplinarian ; and though we 
moft feridufly' believe him to have been by no means de- 
ficjemt in perfonal fpirit, and that intrepidity fo néceffary 
to-form # great commander, yet, it having is mif- 
fortune wever to have met with a of -thofe ‘brilliant 
ities of diftinguifhimg himfelf which would have 
‘elcblithed his fame far beyobl the power and malice of 
his enemies, he di : fs that love, that eathufiaftic 
-selped aad ge ‘ind Of adoration, which are at times 
dij emcee to enable the beit commanders to 
Ka furmount 
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Surmoust the difficulties attendant onftheir fitdation. “Har 
force was, perhaps, in point.of common prudence, never 
equal to the fervece on which he was fent= it confifted only 
of ten fhips of the dine, fome of them in a very ill conditiorr 
for [ca, and all of them indifferently manned. He 
was even-refufed a repeating frigate, though he failed not 
to make the dtrongeft seprefentations, and follicitations on’ 
that head. “Ibis conduct was the’ more glaringly repro~ 
henfidle, becaufe, at the very time Mr. Byng faited,thene 
were, exclulive of his fquadron, deventean fhips of the 
ne, and thitteen frigates ready for fea, befides eleven fait 
of the line,and nineteen frigates that were pearly equipped, 
Tt could not be urged that it would have been improper 
to have fent, at leaft fach a part of the above'deets with 
him, as wowld have given him a decided fiperfority, for 
it was well known that the whole French naval force to: 
ahe weltward of the Streights, confifted of no mere than: 
eleven thips of the linc, thefe too, miferably deficient in’ 
their complement of ncn, and definite of aimoft eveny 
article neeeffary totheir equipment. « 
Mr. Byng, however, failed with his fquadran, fuch aa 
it was, on the 7th of April. Calms and contrary winds 
fo impeded his voyage that he did not arrive at sibmaltar’ 
ull the ad of May. He was fortunately joined there by 
gommodore Edgcembe, who had luckily got ont from 
Mahon with the Princefs Louifa, of fixty guns; the 
Portland, of fifty ; the Chefterficld and Dolphin frigates, 
and the Fortune floop. Had it not been for this cinum— 
Rance, which was entirely owing te what might be called: 
hance, the Politefzvof the Brench, or, to fpeak ferioufly,- 
their with that thofe thips fhould efcape them, rather than 
continue in the harbour and reinforee the garrifon with 
their crews, he would not have had a force in any degree 
capable of facing fo formidable.a fquadron as Mx. de 
Galliffonieres; every thip of which was in the moft per- 
feGt ftate of equipment, jult aut of port, confequently 
clean, -and all of them prime failers. Mr,. Byng sfailed 
fvom Gibraltar, as he him{gif Mates in his difpatches, onthe 
Sth of May; and the (ubfequent.events, inclading thofe of 
ahe aétion itfell, will be:belt explained by.his own-tetter,, 
ewhich we have inferted -at-full length, marking with in~ 
wered comma’s fuch parts-as, adminidsation, not veay 
z fairly 
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the pubitic cye. . 
Ramilics, off Minorca, 25 May 1756. 
Sir, 

I have the plesfure to defire you will acquaint their 
Jordthips, dat having failed from Gibraltar the 8th, [ got 
‘off Mahon the 19th. Having deen joinedtby his majetty'd 
fhip Phoenix, off Majorca, two days before, (here are in- 
Ferted in the Gazette thefe words) viz. when the enemy’ 
Aicet appeared to the fouth eaft) [* by whom I had can- 
firmed the intefligence 1 received at Gibraltar, of the 
#trength of the French feet, and-of their being off Mahon. 
His majefty's colours were fill flying at the caftle of St. 
Philip’s, and I could perceive feversl bomb-batterics# 
playing upon it from different parts. French colonrs'we 
daw flying on the welt part of St. Philip's. 1 difpatchod 
the Phoenix, Chefterfield, and Dolphin a-head, to recon- 
noitre the harbour’s mouths and captain Hervey to eri- 
deavour te land a letter for general Blakeney, totet him 
know the fleet were here to his affiftance, though every 
‘one was of opinion we couild de of no ufe to him, as by 
‘Al accounts no place was fecured for covering’a landing, 
conld we have {pared any penple. “The Phoenix was alle 
to make the private fend between captain Hervey an€ 
eaptain Scrope, as thistatter would undoubtedly come off; 
if it were praGicable, having kept the Dolphin’s barge 
with him. But the encmy’s feet appearing to the font 
eat, and the wind at the Tae time coming ftrong aff the 
Jand, obliged'me to call thofe fhips in, before uity could 
get quite fo near the entrance of the harbour as to-“nidke 

ure what batteries ar guns might be placedto prevéne ons 
having any cominunication with the calHe.”] Pati 

little wind it was five before 1 could form my line, 6 
diftinguith any of the enemy's motions, ard not at all to 
judge of their force, more than by their nttm¥ets, which 
“were feventeen, and thirteen appeared larue, They at 
firft flood towards us in aregelar line} and tacked about 
feven, which I: judged was to endeavour'to gain the Wind 
ef us in dhe et bs fo that being lite: F tatited! in order td 
keep the weather gage of them; aswlt as to make fore uF 
the iand wid tw Ea, Being very hazy atid fat 
Whore fs fugues of Cope Mc we cain 
3 
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the enemy at eleven; and at day Jight had no.fight of 
them, but two tartanes, with the French private fignal, 
being clofe in with the rear of our ficet, 1 fent the 
Princefs Louifa to chace one, and made the fignal for the 
réar-admiral, who was:the neareft the other, to fend thips 
to.chafe her. he Princefs Louifa, Defiance, and Cap-, 
tain, became at a great diftance, but the Defiance took 
her’s, which had two captains, two lieutenants, and an 
hundred and two private foldiers, who were fent out the 
day before with fix hundred men on board tartanes, to 
reinforce the French fleet. On our then appearing off 
the place, the Phoenix, on captain Hervey’s offer, pre~ 
pared to ferve as a firefhip, but without damaging her a& 
a frigate, till the fignal was made to prime, when thie was 
then to fcuttle her decks, every thing elfe being prepared 
as the time and place allowed of. The enemy now began 
to appear from the maft-head. I called in the cruifers ; 
and when they had joined, me I tacked towards the 
enemy and formed the line a-head. -I found the French 
were preparing theirs to leeward, haying unfuccefsfully 
endeavoured to weather me. They were twelve large 
fhips of the line, and five frigates. As foon as I judged: 
the rear of our fleet to be the Jength of their yan, we 
racked all together, and immediately made the fignal for 
the thips that led to lead large, and for the Depiford to 
quit the line, that ours might became equal in number 
with theirs. At two I made the fignal ta engage, as I 
found it was the fureft method of ordering every (hip ta 
clofe down on the one that fell to their lot. And here I 
muft exprefs my great fatisfaétion at the very gallant 
roanner in which the rear-admiral fet the van the example, 
by inftantly bearing down on the thip he was te engage, 
woh his fecrne aad who ae sd sd ithe French, 
‘ips to begin the engagement, which they di rakiny 
aur atNhey went down. I bore dewn on the ip that 
oppofite me, and mm to engage him after hayin, 

peosived the fire for Re time in going down. The 
Intrepid ‘ unfortunately” in the very beginning had ber 
fore-top-matt thot away; and:as that hung en his forefail 
and backed it, he had no command of his-eip, bis fore~ 
tack andall his braces being cut at the fame time, fa 
that he. 90 the next ship apbim, aod obbiged = 
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abd the thips a-head‘of me, to throw all aback : this obliged. 
me to do alla, for fome minutes, to avoid their falling 
on board: me, though not before we had drove our adver~ 
fary out of the line, who put before the wind, and bad 
feveral thot fired at him from his own admiral. Thid 
pet only caufed the enemy's center to be unattacked, but 
left the rear-admiral’s divifion rather uncovered for fome 
tyne. I fent and called to the thips a-head of me to 
make fail'on, and go down on the enemy ; and ordered 
the Chefterfield to lay by the Intrepid, and the Deptford 
to-fupply the Intrepid's place. I found the enemy edged 
aavay conftantly ; and as they went three feet to our one, 
they would never permit our clofing with them, but took 
the advantages of deitroying our rigging; for though I 
clofed the rear-admiral fait, I found 1 could not again 
clofe the enemy, whofe van were fairly drove from theit 
line; but their admiral was joining them by bearing 
away. By this time it was palt fix, and the enemy's van 
and ours were at too great a diftance to engage. I per- 
ceived fee of their fhips ftretching to the northward, and 
I imagined they were going to form a new line. I made 
the fignal for the headmolt fhips to tack, and thofe that 
Jed before with larboard tacks, 10 lead with the ftarboard, 
that I might, by the firlt, keep (if poflible) the wind of 
the enemy; and, by the fecond, be between the rear- 
admiral’s divifion and the enemy, as his had fuffered mott ; 
asalfo to cover the Intrepid, which I perceived to be in a 
very bad condition, arid whofe lofs would very greatly 
give the balance againft us, if they had attacked us the 
next morning, as I expeSted. 1 brought to about eight 
that night to join the Intrepid, and to refit our fhips as 
falt as poffible; and continued fo all night. ‘The next 
@orning we faw nothing of the enemy, though we were 
i) Jying to: Mahon was north-north-weit about ten 
or eleven s. I fent cruizers out to took tfer. the 
Lorrepid and Chetterfield, who joined me the next-day ; 
and having, ‘from a ftate and condition of the {quadroo 
brought mein, found that the Captain, Intrepid, and 
Defrance (which Jatter has loft her captain) were much 
damaged in their mafts, ‘+ fo. that) were: endangered, 
ef not being able to fecuresAheir properly at feay 
ata) alfo,, Diasieds. igure genssabwere verg ficklys 
. 4 many 
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titany kifled and weandéd; and no whiere fo put « thint 
‘oF thet number, if 1'made an hofpita! even of the fornys 
gun fhip, which was not eafy at fea.” I thought it 
Foper, in this fituation, to calla council of war before I 
ent again to look for the enemy. I defired the attend~ 
ance of general Stuart, lord Effrigham, and lord Robert, 
Bertie, and colonet Cornwallis, that I might colleét their 
inions upon the -prefent fituation of * Minorca ang 
Gibraltar, and make fure of protetting ‘the latter, fince 
ir'was found impracticable either to fuccour or relieve the 
formet with the force we had; for though we may jultly 
claini the vidtory, yet we are much inferior to the weight 
of their thips, though the numbers are equal ; and ied 
have the advantage of fending to Minorca their wounded, 
and getting reinforcements of feamen from their tranf—- 
ports, and foldiers from their camp ; all which, undoubt- 
edly, has been done in this time that we have been laying» 
te to refit, and often in fight of Minorca; and their thips 
@ more than once appeared ina line from our malt 
Heads. I fend their lordthips the refolution of the touncil 
of war, in which there was (in the Gazette, “ at" is infert- 
eq inftead of **in,” and *« council” inftead of “ there was’) 
not the leaft contention or doubt arofe. ‘ I hope, in- 
deed, we fhall find ftores to refit us at Gibraltar, and if F 
have any reinforcement, will not lofe a moment's time 
to feck the encmy again, and once ntore give them battle, 
though they have a great advantage in being clean thips, 
that go three feet to our one, and therefore have the choice 
how they will engage us, or if they will at all, and will 
never let us clofe them, as their fole view is the difabling. 
our fhips, in which they have but too well fucceeded; 
though we obliged them to bear ok [do not fend theis 
lordthips the particulars of out loffes and damages by thim 
as it would take me much time, and that J am willing 
none fhould be loft in letting them know an event of 
fuch conftqience. *¢ I cannot help urging their tord= 
thips for a reinforcement, if none are yet farted, on their 
Knowledge of the enemy’s ftrength de thale feas; sad 
which, by'very good intellipénce, will, im a few days) 
fivengthened by four mofe large thips from Toulon; 
really. to fail, if not how fniled'te join thele.”  } 
Pilpatch this to-fir Benjamin Kone hy wey Se 
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and am making the beft of my way to “ cover” Gibraltar; 
from which place I propofe fending their Jordthips a 
tore particular account. 


Lam, fir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
To the hon. John Cleveland, efq- Jon» Brna. 


.. P.S. I muft_defire you will acquaint their lordthips, 
that | have appointed captain Hervey to the Command fee 
the Defiance, in the room of captain Andrews flain ia 
the #Gion, 

{ have fent the defeéts of the fhips, as I have got it 
made out whilft I was clofing my letter. 


To thie letter was added, in the London Gazette, the 
followin; lift of the killed and wounded in both fquadrons, 
without faying from whence it was taken). 

State of the Englifh and French fleets, in the late adtion 
in the Mediterranean, with the number of pesfons killed 
aud wounded in each fhip. * 


ENGLISH. 
Bhips. Commanders. Guns, illed. Woatidedt 
Ramilies—Ad=. Byng—Gardner, go 


Buckingham —Ad*, Welt—Everit,70 7 
Colloden—Ward, - 94 ° ° 
€aptain—Carford, - 70 6 30 
Revenge—Cornwall, . - 0 — ~ 
ae ter— Edgcombe, - 6 1 ivi 
‘rident—Dnurell, - 64 _ ~ 
a epi omas - 64 9 36 
ehon=-Parns - 60 = 
rincefe Louifae Net; - 60 3 53 
a ia al - 60 ™m% ° 45 
Fcc ae - 50 é 20 
piford Aner, - 50 ~ ~ 
Chefterfiet!—Lloyd, - 40 = pe 
riment—Gil ichtift, - 24 a ~, 
hiti—tate Scrope, - 24 a _ 
cenix—Hervi age” ae _- — 
Foor) My a 
om «az 88 


FRENCH. 
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FRENCH. 
Sipe Commanders. Gis.’ Killed. Wounded. 
a LaGaliffoniere, 
Le Foudroyant Tien. general, i 84 2 19 
Slandeves, chef? _. 
LeRedoubtable jas is t 74 al 3 
a Clu, che! 
La Couronne 9 “ae 6- adre, } 4 - 3 
Le Temeraire—Beaurmont, - 74 — 15 
Le Guerrier—La Broffe, - 44 _ 4B 
Le Lion—St. Agnan, - 64 2 7 
Le Sage—Duruen, - 64 = g 
L’Orphée—Raimondis, - 64. 10 —_ 
Le -Content—Sabran,, - 64 5 19 
Le Triton—Mercier, - 64 5 14 
LHippotame—Rochemaure, 5° 2 ro 
Le Fier—D'Herville, - 40 - 4 
La Junon—Beauflier, - 46 an me 
La Rofe—Coftebelle, = 26 — oe 
La Gracieufe—Marquizen, - 24 —_ = 
La Topaz—Came, - 24. - _ 
La Nymphe—Callian, - 24 = —_ 
944 ar 133 


According to this lift of killed and wounded in the two 
adverfe fquadrons, as publifhed in our Guzette, it appears 
there were in the Britith {quadron forty-two killed and an 
hundred and {ixty-eight wounded ; whereas in the French 
fquadron there were but twenty-one killed and-an hundred 
and thirty-three wounded. Qn board admiral Byng’s' 
own fhip there was not fo much as'one man either killed 
or wounded. This circumflance, merely accidental, did: 
hisicharaGter a great deal of harm dtnong the people in 
England ; and as to effe& thispurpole it was moft probably: 
publi ‘hed, fo it was rendered one of the chief caufes perhaps 
Of the fate that afterwards attended him. - Every one from: 
thence concluded that he had not atescked theehemy in fo 
brifk, and ‘clofe a. manner, asRe otight to-have done: art 
thofe who examined” not tpimutely, of confdered only 

the number of fhips in: eacle-diece heard} with-indig.. 
Metion, that a Britihh fhould retygat from a French 
fquadgon 
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{ canfiftirig of no fuperior number of fhips. <“Thus 
pert in eee ee very fenfible nc 
anor) what we have almoft in the fame terms obferved 
frou corse) was raifed an immediate ilar clamour 
i im ; and this clamour, indu/irioufly propagated, 
aa artfully continued to the very pe thofe who had 
“been the cafes of his difgrace, and were afterwards hafe 
enoughto facrifice thisunfortunate man to theirown fafery, 
‘which is one of the flrongeft motives by which the humaa 
inind can be influenced. 

The foregoing account is {aid to have been received om 

June 16, if not earlier. A report, of whatthe French were 
leafed to call a vidtory, having found its way through 
follahd fame days previous: to its arrival, the minds 
of the pedple were in no inconfiderable ftate of ferment 
at an event fo totally difgraceful to national confequence = 
they fearcely knew, in their firft paroxyfms, whether 19 
vent their fury on the admiral him/felf, as the oltentfible 
viGtim, or on thofe under whofe dire@ion he aéted, as the 
rimary caufe of the misfortune which had enraged them. 

‘his popular fury was foon indeed moft dextroufly tranf- 
ferred to this devoted cocmncer 3 his caufe was pre- 
judged; and the difgrace of bei in effigy, the’ 
per vane mark of contempt eel per "ihe on 
phblic delinquents, reiteratedly carried into execution 
even before his return to England. We have already 
ftated that Mr. Byng’s letter arrived on the 16th of June; 
but, as if the public fury had not then reached a fufficient 
degree of fermentation to become an.ardent (pirit, it was 
withheld from the world till the 26th. During this inter- 
mediate {pace his enemies were not idle, their clasmours 
were too fuccefsful, and his deftruétion was irrevocably 
refolved on. 

‘The firft ftep taken by adminiftration was, indeed, the 
moft proper that could have been devifed; it was that 
which fhould have been adopted in the beginning: this 
‘was, to fend out two commanders, whofe known [pint 
of enterprife and former fucceffes had acquired them the 
Jove and canfidence of thofe they were tocommand. Men, 
under fuchleaders, will bealways read: ‘ounter difficule 
fies which, without the moft’ union of cology 
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and:Harmony int every a&tion,* would, pertaps, be irifursit 
mountable, The perfons chofen'on this occafion were;: 
fir Edeard Hawke and Mr. Saunders. "They failed frou. 
Portfmouth, in the Antelope, on the 16th of June, feverat’ 
days before the publication of Mr. Byng’s difpatch, and 
were inftruéted to fend home, by the fame conveyancey 
the wnfortunate admiral himfelf; Mr. Welt, his fecond 
in command ; and general Fowke. 

When Mr. Byng arrived at Gibralstr, in purfuance 
of the refolution mentioned in his letter on the 19th of 
Jone. He there found commodore Broderick with a 
reinforcement of five fhips of the line, difpatched from 
England in confequence of certain intelligence being ree 
ceived that the French were tufily employed, at Toblony 
in equipping feveral large fhips Hf the line to foin Gale 
Jiffeniere. On finding himfelf and his fquadron not 
totally abandoned to the mercy of the encnty, he loft 
nd time in forming a refolution to return to Minorea, in 
hopes, that by defeating the French fleet, he might fill rey 
Jieve that unfortunat¢garrifon, But while he was making. 
every poffible exertion to carry this gallant determination 
into. execution, fir Edward arrived with his letters of 
recal. He accordingly embarked, with the two other 
gentlemen already mentioned, on the gth of July, and 
agrived at Spithead on the 26th. ? 

‘Orders had not only been difpatched to-all the. portgs 
where it was papas be might arrive to put him imme~ 
dintoly under a clofe arreft, but this meafure was, in the. 
smaoft extraordinary manner, publicly notified to the world: 
in the Gazette, as if minifters felt themfelves bound ta 
keep alive that popular clamour, which they had indaftri- 
oully saifed,by thus publicly avowing their ex parte opiniony 
that he was a delinquent of the blackeft kind. Ef we may, 
jadge from cireumftamtial evidente only, it is certaint 
not unfair to fay, that he was appointed only for his dit. 
grace, which nothing fhort of the moft unqualified victory 
could poffibly have averted. Several days hefore it wag 
el odasex ngein tapes cele aeonepe 

TOUS: i's to o 
ance in the goal ra; whimfical advertifemients offtr. 
ing rewards 40 who fhould fa see eee’ 
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fs Binet *, Loc to thefe sand, when, his difpatche 
‘ive coset prt tan tas Sa ly 
appent 








® Let gp exainine on, the faireft grounds the gr epriety or feces 
of this ignplied shange of delay. Mr. Byng from 
BGuadreny many of the thins compahogtt Being fool, 
Ieavy failers, on the 7th of April. He arrived ar Gibi 
Od of May. Sir Edward Hawke, whom no perfon ever dared to accufe 
of delay, whan employed in the fervice of hie country, and whofe 
rat ¢ was not thaught tedious, lefj the fame place in a Gingle Ibip, 
Fholen for difpasch, clean, and efidemed at that tine of ay «fn fe 
filer, on the 16th of June, and di® got reach Gibraltar till the gd of 
‘Joly; fo that, notwithttanding the great difadvantages under which, 
43s we have juft Matcd, Mr. Byng lay on the feore of dilpatch, he wee 
only ight days longer on his paffage than fir Edward. What 

Be the condivon iki commander, whep the impediments of the 
weather, the a of God; the unfitnels and inequality of his ships to 
the fervice propofed, whith is, probably, the premeditated g&t of his 
enemies, fall be urged ggain@ him as irrefragable proofs ef mifcop- 
448 and criminality. 

Mr. Byng had.very improdently irritated the minds of his noble 
employers by his letter, written from Gibraltar on his firft arrival, in 
which ft, in pretty plaia terms, refieds,on.the cond of miniQry, in 
fending him out (oo late to prevent the Janding of the enemy on the 
ifland jelF, “Uf ({aid he) 1 had bea fo happy as.to have arrived 
‘at Minorca before the enemy had landed, I Hatter myfelf I thould haye 
had it in my power to have hindred them from eltablithing a footing 
Goede” To ane ongstarded cenlpte ier got infprobable the dips 

wedihis ruin, which, if before in doubt, was, from.that moment, fee 
Bisiocd on, He had been weak enough to /peak the truth, that he 
had been fent.our tou late; and that the opportunity af faving 4 
fortrals was irrevocably lo, This was 2 crime of fo dark a nature 
as not to be forgiven. Thofe whom he had thur obliquely charged 
with remiffnels, found it their intereft to declare againlt him, and ene 
deavour, by any means, to throw off the impuration of negligeace.with 
which they were charged. This way not the only att of indilesetion 
‘Mr. Byng had been guilty of in his letters he proceeded to inform 
adiainifiration of their own negligence, which they could not be uy= 
con(cious af, that Gibralrar was deltituse of the magazines necellary to 
Fapply the exigencies of his (quadron ; that his thips could nok be 
eleaned there; that the pits, careening-wharfs, and Wore-houfes were 
‘gone to decay pnd almoltutelet. He proceeded fartbér to ftate, that 
ven admitting it pofble, fa the uation of affairs. ot_that time, 40 
throw, fol ‘number of men into Mghon, this ftep would gnly be 




















\Brodudtive. of a greater lols in the deftruition or imprifonment of 
‘men, wha mult fall a [acrifice to the fuperiodty of the encmy, who 
weie'in afta) apd indifputable pollefion of the whole ifland; the fort 
‘excep: ¥ 


«But 


was Esvemarn thakatries oF 
Inppeted, were’ lodicroully " i i erable 
soggerct Vad Ecrovatbee tanes, ‘being chanaed ae 








“ Bur (contiouts the admiral) it does not appear thet this is in any 
egyce feafible at this time, {ince the engiacers and artillerifts concir 
‘with me in opinion, that the French batteries, fuppoled to be-erefice 
at the mouth of the harbour, mult effe@ually prevent any fuch mea 
fiste, by rendering the palfage of bosts to the [ally port of fort St. 
Philip utterly impraBiicable.”” Under the preffdre of thefe confider- 
‘ations it war paced ina oeett if war, held at Gibraltar ty the 
governor and principal officers, @pxhat it was not expedient to detach 
amy force Troe that garrifon to the ifland.” This vefolution . 
exrtainly, not to have been charged to the admiral’s account 
iat was taken, we cannot conceive how. the utter anoihi of 

French fleet would, ina primary point of view, have relieved the fort 
ef Sr. Philip's feom the preffure of the fiege, which it became the in- 
tere of the alfailants to.urge with the utmof vigour that they might 
ebtain fome cover, by which they might, in their turn, defend them. 
Elves, if attacked by the Englify. But Byag had lol. Minorca, at 
Seaft he was to be charged with i:, though it moft be evident to ever} 
impartial perfon, that its fate was decided before he quit 


* Latherwite,ferenthe finallefl probability of faccetiyand lighelt 
Rope of being able to bafe the projefls of the enemy remained, 
‘what fball we fay of the condaa of thofe who fent the commander of 
their choice to fea, in fpite of every remonllrance, without taking all 
the cans in their powcr to encourage him in a fpirit of enterprize 
bya proper faccour, and by affording them the belt means of Fe fint= 
ig Risboreune Dbovla it tbe place? | What fall ve fy. o Bs 
could venture to order him out without a frethip, an hofpi 
Ship, a tesnfport for the troops, or a fingle frigate? The [oldiers he 
texried with hiv, inconGdersble es theit nutthers were, formed a pare 
‘af bis different crews, which, even with that addition, were deficient 
wed one of the principal points urged agai him was, not havi 
Mndedtbole people in pice of every oblaie; of not having piri. 
Me Sip Gill more deficient in point of force than they naturally 
tod voluntarily making bim(iftels capable of lacing the Touton 


Tat Soiadecifive were the meafures of admioiftration, Fé precarious dia 
sh incl gacercivedappeariathes caf miniders tha even a 
wiral’s end inffrudbons were vague implications ; not founded on. 
de certainty of feselligence, bu framed to sequire foforwation as te 
sizeof them commanded tim, on meu Gib, to ma 

HB enquitics, wheres any. French Gettdeon thromgh the 
Sereighis  Novwithlleading tbe wetedtnbsatert hon 
om public papers, foreign aad domettic; from the letersof ambal= 

adora, miniers, envoys, ton(uls, rehdents, agent, fabtort, and officers; 
dispatches faring the certainty rong audranaf weve Bipot 
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the rots ermongy echuke af-the people; wonders 
fly recruited, pes ofthis enemicay by. enrolliag, 
jer their banners all thofe who were incapable of ex- 
aminmg the truth, or did not chufe to give felves the 
xrouble of being undeccived. On the other hand, thofe 
who. were hardy enoogh to attempt countera@ting bis 
‘enemies by a fimilar (pee g were imprifoned or pu 
nifhed with the utmoft rigour. a 
The admiral himfelf oBcyed the letters of fupctcedure 
and tecal with the utmott .pleafure and fatisfaGion 
10 himfelf : he confidered it as what he ought moft tg 
have withed, affording him the propereft means of 
jufifying his chara&er, which had been moft wantonly 
and. malicioufly afperfed. What moft have. been hy 
aftoniflintent at finding himfelf treated like a criminal 
already condemned, confined, treated with every mark of 
contempt malevolence could invent, hooted in every place 
he pafled through by the mob; and, in fine, completely 
given up as a facrifice by thofe who had ruined, and were 
confeqyently, in common juftice, bound to have defended 
him? He was conveyed from Portfinouth to Greenwich- 
hofpital, the place deltined for his prifon previous to his 
trial, with alf the infult narrow minds were capable of 
contsiving. He was guarded with all the folemnity and 
pageantry of care beltowed on a traitor of the worlt 
unplexion. His pfifon was fortified with the mott 
Feanulons attention ; and this circumftance was moft in- 
duftrioufly made known, as if co convey an infinuation 
that the greateft precautions were neceifury to prevent-his 
efcape from suffice, ang imprefs on the minds of the 
unwary that the admiral himfelf was afraid to mect the 
injured conntenances of bis countrymen. ‘Nothing cout 





with. only fivo months provifiens, were ready t0 fail {com 
confequently could never import an intended’ defcent on 
‘an plantations; the admirals orders. proceeded to enjoia, 
that “ anit is probable the fquadeon may be iotended for North Ames 
rica, you ane to fo mmy of your thips as, when joined with « 
Fauedren going to Halifa, thal become fuperion to the enetay's fytne 
dion; att aht-doney you tre t0 difpote of them under reeradinral 
‘Welt, whom. you thall order <9 halen his voyage to Louifbourgs*, 
The care of Mi: was a fecpridesy and merely conditional objed. 
Foul abel AalaBions were beeanle wainteligible, calm and am 
winds<co-operated with every otber eixcumflauce 10 dellroy t 
eichs of bis expedition, be 
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be farther from the real truth; he was fo far from cone 
eiving hinrfelf crimipal ip the fgnalictt d See he 
wi for nothing with fo much, eagernefs and anxicty 
#8 the commencement of his trial, confidering it as the 
period of his fifferings, and the matice of his enemies, 
which had been difplayed with fuch uncommon inyete« 
acy againft bim. - a 

very action of his mind indicated an innate conviction 
Bhat he went to a certain and moft honourable acquittal, 
‘when, in the month of December, he was removed back 
to Portfmonth with the fame degree of parade he had been 
hrovght from thence. The court-martial, which was 
held on board the St. George in Portfinouth harbour, 
affembled on the 28th of December*, and continued till 
the 27th of January following. For brevity Take, we 
Mall endeavour briefly ta analy ze the charges, with their 
fevesal anfwers, and the evidence adduced in Caper of 
both. The general faéts that remained indifputable 
‘were, P : 

‘That the admiral was within three miles of St. Philip’s, 
and had fent out fome frigates to land a letter for general 
Blakeney, when he difcavered the French ficet. 

As foon as the French fleet was difcoveréd he called in 
the frigates and cruifers, and ftood towards the enemy. 

When the Britith Acet firft Reered for that of the French, 
‘the thip which was fternmoft in the engagement was firlt 
a-head, fo that the fhips which afterwards formed the rear 
then formed the van. 

This ordes cantinued till the fignal was made to tack. 

“When the fignal was made to tack, the Britith fleet had 
firetched beyond the eneiny with the van, but the rear 
(Was jult even with them, 

‘Atter the Britith fleet had tacked, the admiral’s divifion, 
which then became the rear, was fomething aftern of the 

* The members pf this court were, 
Admirals, ak Prefident, — Captains, Bentley, 


bourne Depais, 

Norris, Geary, 

dopetes, emt Metre 
ptains, Holmes, 

Keppel.” 


Simcoe, 


French 
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French’ rear; but Mr. Wett's divifion, which then bes 
came the yan, was not a-ftern of the van. The two flects 
‘were not parallel to cach other in either divifion, there 
being only one mile diftance between the headmoft fhip 
of the Britith van, and the headinoft {hip of the enemys 
and three miles diftance between the {ternmolt hips of 
the Britith rear, and the fternmoft of the French. The 
diftance between the two divifions of both fleets was about 
three miles, fo that the rear divifion of the French was 
three miles a-ftern of their van; and the Britith rear divi~ 
fion about the fame diftance a-ftern of the Britifh’ vary. 
though the diftance of the French rear was either a little lefs 
than three miles, or the diftance of the Britifh rear a little 
more, gour rear was fomewhat a-ftern of the enemy's. 
While the two fleets were in this fituation the fi ato 
engage was made, and the fignal for the Jine of battle 
“head was continued, which determined the order to be 

referved during the whole a@ion. The Intrepid, thé 
iternmoft fhip of the van divifiom, was difabled in the 
deginnidg of the ation. 

‘The evidence-againft the admiral may be reduced to the 
following points: 

Firft. Lt was infifted, if the admiral had taken the men. 
on board that were ordered to be {hipped at Gibraltar, and 
landed them at fort St. Philip’s, the place might have held 
out till the arrival of admiral Hawke. 

Second. If he had«landed the officers and recruits, 
to the number of about one hundred, which he had on 
board, it would have been a fignal fervice to the garrifon; 

Third. The men might have been landed at any 
time during the fiege*, with great eafe and little liga, 

ourth, 





* General Blakeney depofed on the trial, parce the atch of May 
boats might have palfed hetween the fleet and the garrifon niith great 
‘fafe\ ad thar il the troops ordered for his reliek bad’ Geen Iaisled, 
‘he could have held out vill the arriva! of Gr Edward Hawke, We 
very much daubt both thefe affertions. The worthy veteran was, 
haps, top fanguine in his hopes and expe@ations. But that Mr. 
adled according to the of his fie ogee is very apparenis 
fiom ihe Sollewing § strer written by him to the general. i 
Bin ees z 
“ 1 fend you this by coptai of his majelly’s thip Phoenix, 
wig lara ineit aly ye ple geal Ce 
You. iv. a inclofed 
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Fourth. No attempt was made to land thefe officers 
and recruits, . r 

To thefe charges we have, by way of parenthefis, toan- 
fwer, that they appear very weakly founded, The land- 
officers, who were beft acquainted with the fituation of the 
place, were decidedly of opinion, in the council of war held 
at Gibraltar, that all efforts to throw fuccours into the gar-" 
rifon would be of noavail. But granting fora moment the 
enemy had been neglectful enough to omit raifing the bat- 
teries neceflary to prevent the,introduétion of fuch affiftance, 
what was the mighty reinforcement that was to render the 
foytrefs of St. Philip's impregnable to the affaults of an 
army confifting of twenty thoufand men? Why, thirty or 
forty officers, the greater part of thera fubalters“only, 
and about one hundred recruits! ets 

Fifth. If each fhip had made fail in proportion to 
her diftance from the fhip fhe was to engage, all would 
have been in aétion nearly at the fame time, and the 
engagement would have become general during the 
time the French lay to. 





inclofed packet, which he received at Leghorn. Iam extremely con- 
ceraed to find that captain Edgcombe was obliged to retire to Gibraltar 
with the {hips under his command, that the French are landed, 
and that St. Philip's calle is invefled, as I flatter myfelf, had I fortu- 
nately been more timely in the Mediterrancan, that I thould have been 
able to have prevented the enemy's getting a footing in the ifland of 
Minorca. Iam to acquaint you that gentral Stuart, lord Effingham, 
and colonel Cornwallis, with about thirty officers, and fome recruits 
belonging to the different regiments now in garrifon with you, are on 
board the thips of the {quadron; and fhall be glad to know by the 
retuen of the.officer, what place you will think proper to have them 
landed at. ‘The royal regiment of Engi fuzileers, commanded by 
lord R. Bertie, is likewife on board the Iquadron, defined, agreeable t> 
my orders, to ferve on board the fleet in the Mediterranean, unlefs ir 
fhould be thought neceflary, upon confultation with you, to land the 
regiment for the defence of Minorca; but 1 mutt alfo inform you, 
Thould the fuzileers be landed, as they ace part of the fhips comple- 
aments, the marines having been ordered, by the lords commiffioners of 
the adriiralty, on bostd of other thips at Port{muuth, to make room 
for them, that it will difable the fquadron from a@ting againift that of 
the enemy, which 1 am informed is cruiling of the ‘fiend : however, 
1 Ghall gladly embrace every oppartanity of promoting his majelly's 

“Sfetviee in the moft eleélual manner, and Shall afG@ you to diftrels the 
enemy and defeat their defigns to the utmoft of my power,” 


Sixthly, 
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Sixth. The wind and weather was fuch as admitted 


each dyjp'smaking fail in proportion to her diftance from 
the 3 and fA they had done fo the line’ might have 
beer™&ept as well as with the fail they made. 


Seventh. When the fignal to engage was made, the 
van bore right down upon the French van, and their whole 
flcet was then lying to, waiting to receive the Britifh. 

Eighth. The rear did not bear right down upon the 
enemy, but flanting ; and foon after the fignal to engage 
was made, the admiral feeing that the Louifa and Trident, 
the fhipsnext a-head of him, did notmake fail, he attempted 
to back his main and mizen top-fails, and hauled up the 
forefail to give time for them to get into their ftation. 

Nat The fail made by the van carried them about 
three k¥ots an hour, but they might have made fuch fail 
as would have carried them fix. 

Tenth. The rear, though they were three times the 
diftance from the fhips they were to engage, made no 
amore fail than the van, confequently muft have been three 
times as long in coming equally near to their opponents. 

Eleventh. As the van went right down, and the rear 
flanting with the fame fail, the rear would not have been 
fo near the enemy as the van in equal time, fuppofing the 
diftance at firft to have been the fame. 

Twelfth. The admiral, while he was yet at a great 
diftance from the enemy, began to fire; the men were 
obliged to lower the metal and fire at an elevation, fince not 
being in point blank diftance the fhot would, if fired 
horizontally, have dropped and taken the water before it 
reached the enemy's ship. 

Thirteenth. hile he was thus firing to no effeét, 
at more than half a mile diftance from the enemy, he 
ordered his fails to be laid a-back, and made a fignal for 
the fhips a-ftern of him to fhorten fail. 

Fourteenth. It was near twenty minutes after this 
before he made fail again with his divifion; and the 
French having filled and f{tood on foon after his laying his 
pes a-back, i.e. within about fortysminutes after oe 

fignal to engage, he never afterwards them at all. 
PFifteenthe Bien the French cxiter et rear were 
obferved 0 out-fii) the Britith, no fignal, or example, was 
given to crowd fail and clofe Ne the van, without wip to 
2 ler 
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order of battle; though, if this had been done, he might 
have prevented the damage that was firftained fain the 
fire of the French hips as they caine up. 

Sixteenth. Hoedid not make the general figtal tu 
chafe after the engagement. 

Seventeenth. He did not return off Mahon, nor make 
any farther attempt to affift the caftle of St. Philip. 

'e (hall now {tate the evidence, and fair anfwers tend- 
ing to juftify thefe fas; or controvert them in favour of 
the unfortunate admiral ; they may be redueed to the fol- 
lowing points, anfwering to the feverz! articles of the 


charge. 
ft. The admiral was by no means anfwerable for not 
taking the men on board from Gibraltar, but th<Com- 
miartding officer of the garrifon, who refufed to fénd them 
‘on board. e 
ad. It would have been imprudent in the higheft degree 
to have attempted landing thefe men after the French fleet 
was difcovered; and it was a right meafure immediately 
to call in all the frigates, and cruifers. ,) 
3d. 4th. Itisgranted that men might have been landed, 
but this does not affect Mr. Byng, becaufe he had no op- 
portunity to attempt it: neither could thefe men haye: 
lone more fervice in the garrifon than they did on board 
the flect, which, upon the whole, was fhort of comple- . 
ment, having many fiek and unfkilful hands. 
5th. 6th. Jt is granted, that if cach thip had failed in 
Proportion to her diftance from the fhip fhe was to en- 
Bage, 2 general engagement would have beer. brought on 
while the French Jay to; and that the wind and weather 
etmitted fuch fail to be made: but as the enemy was 
lying-to, the fail which the admiral did make was the moft 
proper upon the whole; for the fail he made was a fignal 
what fail theother {hips fhould go down with; anda croud 
of fail would have beert attended with ‘great difadvamtages 
and hazards: befides, there was. the iteft reafon to 
fuppofe the French would continue to lie-to, as they were 
then known to bet Jeatt equlte the Britifhs andif they had 
continued to lie-tu, the admiral would by the courfe and 
fail he made have brought their center and reat to action, 
fo as effedlually to have fuccoured his van ;.nay, he would 
have done fo if’ no impediment had happened while: they 
did lie-to, Sy 
qth. 


WAWAL OF FMBERS OF GREAT BRITAIN, ¥6y 


th. The van ‘ent right down becaufe they were not 
a-{terg of the enemy. 

$th. The rear did not bear‘right down becaufe they 
were a-(tern of the enemy; and if they had borne 
right down they would have left the enemy a-head; be- 
fides, in going right down the velfcls are expofed 10 be 
raked by the enemy; and a rifk is run of being beaten 
before it is poffible to engage, fo that the rear went down, 
properly both as to cotirfe and fail; and though the admi- 
ral might have left the Louifa and Trident inftead of 
fhortening fail forthem, yet in that cafe be mult have gone 
down without his proper force. 
yoth. r1th. Lhefe arvicles, granting the fadts, are 
all amMyered in the articles five and fix; but the difference 
between the time when the van engaged was not forty 
minutes. When the admiral was impeded by an accident, 
he would haye been very near the enemy ina very fhort 
time without altering his courfe or making more fail. 

12th. The people on board the Ramilies began to fire 
without orders, but not till a quarter of an hour after the 
enemy had {truck her with thcir thot. The ‘metal was 
lowered becaufe the fhip bore down a little on that fide, 
and therefore it was necelfary to lower the metal to bring 
the guns parallel with the horizon. 

13th. That the sal, when he was yet at too great 
a diltance properly to engage, laid his fails a-back is true, 
but this was made neceflary by the accident, and the con- 
currence of many circumftances with it. The fignal for the 
line of battle a-head was continued the whole day, be- 
caufe it was thought moft advantageous to preferve that 
order during the action, and it was the order in which 
the enemy themfclves ly-t0, till fome rifing circumftances 
afterwards made a different fignal neceflary. ¢ 

When'the Intrepid, the {termmott thip of the van civi« 
fion was difabled, the Revenge, which wag the headinoft 
thip of the reardivifion, came clofe up to,her, but could 
not pafs her, becaufe the fignal for the line of battle 
a-head required him to keep his (tation behind her. 

For the fame reafuns the fhips pext a-ftern of the, 
Reve which were the Luuifa and the Trident, were 
obliged to shorten as they sau otheswife have patied the 

4 3 













Revenge 
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Revenge and Intrepid, which would. have broke the line 
and carried them ut of their ftation. 

In the mean time the people on board the admiral’s 
hip, which was next a-ftern of the Trident, began 
to fire, and the fmoak preventing the admiral from fecing 
what had happened to the Intrepid, he made no fignal for 
her to quit the line; being prevented alfo by the fame caufe 
from feeing that the Trident had laid her fails a-back, he 
continued his courfe till he brought her under his lee bow. 
This fituation of the Trident made it neceflary for the 
admiral to fufpend his fire, otherwife he muft have fired 
into her. It alfy became neceffary that he {hould lay his 
fails a-back, and make the fignal for thofe afer gi 
to do the fame, or elfe he would have been fou/of the 
‘Trident, and the thips a-ftern would have been foul of 
him, It is urged againft him, that he might have kept 
clear of the Trident by going to leeward of her without 
fhortening fail ; but it is alledged in his defence, that he 
could not do this immediately becaufe he did not fee her; 
and that wall circumftances confidered, it was impoffible 
for him to get clear of the Trident without laying his 
fails a-back. 

14th. As foon as ever he was difengaged from the 
‘Trident he made fail, and ordered the fhips a-ftern to do 
the fame, but was not afterwards able to engage the encmy 
as they out-failed him. 

sth. The admiral, when he faw the French going, 
did make a fignal for more fail; but it was not in pis 
pee to join the van before the French had got the 

length of them. 

16th.. He had not force fufficient to juftify making the 
general fignal to chafe, which he lamented to thole about 
fi : 


am. 
* 17th. He did not return to Mahon becaufe he was not 
in a condition to come to a fecond engagement; and if 
the French had come back to him he would probably have 
fuffered a total defeat. 

‘The admiral in his defence obferved, that he was allowed 
to have been guilty of no delay in getting from St. Helen's 
to Gibraltar, or from Gibraltar to Mahon; and gave as” 

+ reafons for that part of his conduct which has been thought 
blameable, that as he had on board no more bee one 
undred. 
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hundred officers and recruits, he did not think the land- 
ing them was a fufficient excufe for lofing any time, or 
delaying to attack the enemy when in fight,'c{pecially as 
thefe very men were neceffary to a fleet entering into 
ation badly manned in general, with three hundred and 
feventy-one men fick on board. 

He ftood beyond the rear of the encmy before he tacked 
that every fhip might have an opportunity to lead flant- 
ing down to that fhe was to engage, and not be liable to 

*be raked. 

Juft before he tacked he hauled in his main-fail, and 
took in his top-gallant fails, apprehending a crowd of fail 
inconvenient and improper to preferve the order to. engage 
with, Wad ‘unneceffary, as the enemy appeared to wait for 
him’ under top-fails, with their main-top-fails {quare. 

“After the fleet had tacked he obferved that the leading 
thip did not fteer away with the enemy's eating thip, as 
is required by the 19th article of the fighting inftru€tions; 
he therefore fired a gun to lead to ftarboard, and after- 
wards Snother gyn to put the Icading captain in mind of 
thefe inftrudtions. 

The leading flip did not yet fteer down fufficiently, 
and by that means was drawing the van a-breaft of the 
enemy's yan, and altering the dilpofitions the admiral had 
made for attacking the enemy by ftecring down in a 
dealing pause to avoid being raked; he therefore thaught 
it neceffary to make the fignal to engage, tw bring on the 
aétion, and impower the fhips to fire refpeétively as they 
got within a proper diftance. : 

Upon the fignal being made to engage, the leading fhip 
bore down more, as did the van in general. The Intrepid 
bore right down before the wind, {o that being expofed to 
be raked, the was difabled almoft as foon as fhe could fire. 

He continued his courfe with the rear, which he 
thought mott proper to fall in with and engage the enemy 
properly, who had head way. 

jon after the enemy began to fire, their fhot paffed 
through his rigging ; but he referved his fire till he could 
get clofe to the enemy, and declared his intention to 
do fo: but fome of his people being impatient at receiv- 
ing the fire of the enemy without returning it, fired with- 


out orders, The admiral being then withia half a mile 
L4 of 
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.of the enemy, with a fine breeze, and apprehending that 

ery little time would bring him dawn, permitted the 
firing to continue, as it mult prevent the enemy from 
faking dire aim, and difabling him before he could 
come to clofe aétion. 

Soon after this firing began he was impeded by the 
‘Trident, which the fmoke prevented him from fceing tilk 
he was almoft foul of her ; and there being a neceffity for the 
rear to brace-to left they fhould all be foul of each other, 
and no fignal for the rear only to brace-to, he was obliged 
to make the general fignal to brace-to, the rear to brace- 
to firft; but this fignal was hauled down before it was 
poffible for the van to repeat it. 

As foon as he difcovered the caufe of the flop, and 
Knew what had happened to the Intrepid, herfnade the 
fignal for the rear to make more Tail and clofe the line, 
that the thips a-ftern of the Intrepid might pafs her. 

During the delay occaficned by this accident the French 
made fail and out-failed him. - 

As a confiderable part of the fleet was unable ¢o pur- 
fue, he judged it improper to purfue with the reft, as the 
enemy, who at firft were fuperios, were all fit for aétion, 

Here it may be remarked that the admiral, when the 
French rear firft made fail and ran, did not, nor could 
know that any "part of his fleet, except the Intrepid, 
could not purfuc, being at too great a diftance from the 
van to judge of the damage it had received; and as the 
rear of the French made fail, he had more reafon to think 
that their. van was difabled and beaten, than that his own 
was unfit for the purfuit. The conclufion, therefore, from 
thefe premifes is obvious. 

In thefe circumftances, and in confequence of the una- 
nimous opinion of the council of war, he returned with 
the fleet to Gibraltar. 

Whether the charge againft the admiral is, or is not 
obviated by thefe reafons, or by any fats that were 
proved on his behalf, we are not now to determine; the 
opinion of the gentlemcn by whom he was tried, who 
muft be more particularly acquainted with the facts, as well 
as the circum{tances under which they happened, and confe~ 
quently better able to judge of them, will appear by the 
following articles feleéted from their- refolutions. the 
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‘The court are of opinion, 

"That the admiral, having on board many officers who 
mutt hgve been much wanted in the caftle of St. Philip's, 
he ought to have fent them a-head in one of the frigates 
to be landed, if poffibley though he did fee the French 
fleet. 4 

‘That when the Brifith ficet on the ftarboard tack had 
firetched a-brea(t of the enemy's line, the admiral fhould 
have tacked it altogether, and conduéted it on in a direé&t 
courfe fur the enemy, the van for the van, and the rear 
for the rear, under fuch fail as might have enabled the 
worft failing fhip, under all her plain fails, to preferve 
fies Seva oe , ag 

upon the fignal to engage, his van divifion bore 
dow erly for the hips oppofed to them, and engaged 
till the five headmoft fhips of the enemy went away out of 

in-thot. . 

‘That after the fignal to engage, the admiral feparated 
the rear from the van, and retarded the rear from clofing 
with the enemy by fhortening fail, that the Trident and 
Louifa might again get a-head of him. 

That initead of this, he fhould have made the Trident 
and Louifa’s fignal to make more fail, and ought to have 
fet fo much fail himfelf as would have enabled the floweft 
fhip to have kept her flation with all her plain fail, in 
order to have got down to the enemy as falt as poffible, 
and properly {uppurted the van. " 

That the admiral a8ted wrong in fiffering the fire on 
board his thip to continue before fhe was got to a proper 
diftance to engage, becaufe he not only threw away his 
fhot, but occafioned a fmoke which prevented his fecing 
the motions of the enemy, and the pofition of the thips 
immediately a-head of his own. * 

‘Thiat after the damaged fhips had been repaired as much 
as poffible, he ought to have returned off St. Philip's, and 
have endeavoured to open a communication with the 
caftle, and ufed all the means in his power to relieve it. 

That, during the engagement, he did not do his utmoft 
to take, feize, and dettrdy the fhips of the French king, 
and affift fuch of-his thips as were e: 

The court-martial came thetefore to a refolution, 
© that he fell under part of the 12th article of an act of 

parlianient 
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parliament of the twenty-fecond year of Geo. It. for 
amending, expiaining, and reducing into one act of par; 
Jiament, the laws relating to the government of hit maje+ 
fty's thips, veflels, and forces by fea; and as that article 
politively prefcribes death, without, any alternative left to 
the difcretion of the court under aty variation of circum-, 
ftances, the court did therefore unanimoully adjudge the 
faid admiral Byng to be fhot to death, at fuch time, and 
on board fuch fhip as the lords commiffioners of the admi+ 
ralty fhould direét. But as it appeared, by the evidence 
of lord Robert Bertie, lieutenant-colonel Smith, captain 
Gardiner, and other officers of the fhip, who were near 
the perfon of the admiral, that they did not perceiye any 
backwardnefs in him during the aétion, or any ark of 
fear or confufion either from his countenance or behaviour, 
but that he feemed to give his orders coolly and diftin@ly, 
and did not feem wanting in perfonal courage, and from 
other circumftances the court did not believe that his 
mifcondu& arofe either from cowardice or difaffeGion, 
and did therefore unanimonfly think it their duty moft 
earneftly to recommend him as a proper object of 
mercy.” 
Article XII, 

«« Every perfon in the Heet, who, through cowardice, 
negligence, or difaffection, fhall, in time of aétion, 
withdgaw, or keep back, or not come into the fight, or 
engagement, or {hall not do his utmoft to take or deftroy 
every fhip which it fhall be his duty to engage, and to 
aflit and ‘relieve -all and every of his majefty’s thips, or 
thofe of his allies, which it fhall be his duty to affift or 
relieve, every fuch perfon fo offending, and being con- 
victed thereof, by thé fentence of a court-martial, fhall 
fuffer death:”” ¢ : : ‘ 

When the court-martiat tranfmitted a copy of their 
eae is to the board of admiralty, they Tikewife fent 

ir lordthips a letter, which concluded in thefe terms: 
— We cannot help laying the diftreffes of our minds 
before your lordfhips on oe occafion, in finding ourfelves 
under a neceffity of condémning a man to death, from the 
oe feverity of the rath article of war, part of which he 

Ws under, and which admits of no mitigation, even if 
the crime fhould be committed by an error in judgment ; 

: and 
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and therefore for our own conIciences’ fake, as well as in 
juftice to the prifoner, we pray your lordfhips, in the 
moft earneft manner, to recommend him to his majefty's 
clemency.” 

The lords of the admiralty, inftead of complying with 
the requeft of the court-martial, tranfmitted their letter to 
the king, with copies of their proceedings; and a letter 
from themfelves to his majetty, f{pecifying a doubt with 
regard to the legality of the fentence, as the crime of 
negligence, for which the admiral had been condemned, 
was not expreffed in any part of them; at the fame 
time copies of two petitions from George, lord vif- 
count Dorrington, in behslf of his kinfman, admiral 
Byng, wets fubmitted to his majefty’s royal wifdom and 
determination. All the friends and relations of this un- 
happy man employed and exerted their influence and 
intereft for his pardon; ‘and,’ as circumftances had 
appeared fo ftrong in his favour, it was fuppofed that 
the roya] mercy would be cxtended for his prefer- 
vation. But infamous arts were ufed to whet the favage 
appetite of the populace for blood. The cry of venge- 
ance was loud throughout the Jand. Sullen clouds of 
cruel malevolence interpofing were faid to obftrné 
the genial beams of the beft vittue that adorns the 
throne ; and the fovereign was given to underftand, that 
the execution of admiral Byng was a meafure abfolutcly 
necéflary to appeafe the fury of tlic people. His majetty, 
in confequence of the reprefentation made by the lords of 
the admiralty, referred the fentence to the confideratiua 
of the twelve judges, who wereunanimoufly of opinion 
that the fentence was legal. This report being tranf- 
mitted from the privy council to the admiralty, their 
Jordfhips iffued a warrant for executing the fentence of 
death on the 28th day of February. Admiral Forbes 
alone refufed to fign the warrant, for the following very 
honourable and confcientious reafons: 

4 It may be thought great prefumption in me to differ 
from fo great authority as that of the twelve judges; but 
when a man is called upon to fign his name to an ac 
which is to gtye authority to the thedding of blood, he 
ought to be, guided by his own con{cience, and not by the 
opinions of other men, , i 
“Tn 
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«¢-In the cafe before us, it is not the merit of Admiral 
Byng that I confider ; whether he deferves death or not, 
it is not a queftion for me to decide ;, but whether or not 
his life can be taken away by the fentence pronounced on 
him by the court-martial, and after having fo clearly ex- 
plained their motive for pronouncing fuch a-fentence, is 
the point which alone has employed my moft ferious conti- 
deration. 

« The 12th article of war, on which admiral Byng’s 
fentence is grounded, fays, (according to my ercsllaetie 
ing of its meaning) “ that every perfon, who, in time of 
ation, thall withdraw, keep back, or not come into fight, 
or do his utmoft, &c. through motives of cowardice, neg- 
Tigence, or difaffe@ion, fhall fuffer death.” ¢ court~ 
martial does, in cxprefs words, acquit admiral Byng of 
cowardice and difaffection, and does not name the word 
negligence. Admiral Byng does not, as F conceive, falk 
under the letter or defcription of the rth article of war. 
It may be faid that negligence is implied, though the word 
is not mentioned, otherwife the court-martial would not 
have brought his offence under the rath article, having 
acquitted him of cowardice and difaffe&ion. But it muit 
be acknowledged that the negligence imptied cannot be 
wilful negligence; for wilful negligence, in admirak 
Byng’s fituation, muft have proceeded cither from cow- 
ardice or difaffeétion ; and he is exprefsly,acquitted of 
both thefe crimes; befides, thefacrimes, which are implied 
only, and not named, may indeed iutify fufpicion. an¢ 
private opinion, but cannot fatisfy the confcience in cafe 
of blood. 

« Admiral Byng’s fate was referred to a court-martial. 
His life and death were left to their opinions. The court- 
thartial’ condemn him to death becaufe, as they exprefsly 
fay, they were under a neceflity of doing fo by reafon of 
the letter of the law, the feverity of which they complain 
of, becaufe it admits of no mitigation. The court-martial 
éxprefely fay, that for the fake of their conftiences, as, 
well dsan juftice to the prifoner, they soult earnaltly res 
«commend him to his majefty for mercy. It is eyident 
then, that, in the opinioys and confciences,of the judges, 
he was not deferving of death., . a 

F r 1c. 
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‘ The queftion then is, fhall the opinions or necefiities 
of the court-martial determine admiral Byng’s fate? If 
it fhould be the latter he will be executed contrary to the 
intentions and-meaning of his judges ; if the former, his 
life is not forfeited ; his judges declare him not deferving 
death ; bat, miftaking either the meaning of the law, or 
the nature of his offence, they bring him under an article 
of war, which, according to their own defcription of his 
offence, he does not, I conceive, fall under; and then 
they condemn iim to death, becaufe, as they. fay, the law 
admits of no mitigation. Can a man’s life be taken 
away by fuch a fentence? I would not willingly be 
tmifanderftood, and have it believed that J judge of adrhi- 
ral Byngésdeferts; that was the bufinefs of a court-martial, 
and # is mpdity only to a& according to my confcience ; 
which, after deliberate confideration, affifted by the beft 
light a poor underftanding can afford it, remains ftill in 
doubt ; and therefore I cannot confent to fign a warrant, 
whereby the fentence of the court-martial may be carried 
into exeoution, for I cannot help thinking, that however 
criminal admiral Byng may be, his life is not forfeited by 
that fentence. 1.do not mean to find fault with other 
men’s opinions; al) I endeavour at is, to give reafons for 
my own; and all I defire or wihh is, that I may not be 
mifunderftood. I do not pretend to judge admiral 
Byng’s deferts; or give any opinion on the propriety of 
the a&.——Signed, 6th Feb. 1757, at the Admiralty, 

' j. Foress.” 

‘Though mercy ,was' denied to the victim, the crown 
feemed refolved to do nothing that fhould be thought incon- 
‘iftent with Jaw. A member of parliament*, who had fat 
upon the court-martial'at Portfmouth, rofe up in his place 
and made application to the houfe of commons, in behalf of 
himfelf. Seal feveral other members of that tribunal, prayin; 
the interferance of legiflature to releafe them from the oai 
of féctecy impofed on courts-martial, that they might 
difclofe the grounds on which fentence of death had paifed 
on‘adiral Byng, and, perhaps, difcover .circum~ 
itances.as might flew the fentence to be Oper, 
Although this application produecd no refolution in the 
houfe, the dking, on the 26th day of February, (ent s 








Mr. Keppel. 
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sitteffaige to the com: by Mr. Secretary Pitt, import- 
Ang; that though he determined to let the law take 
its courfe’with relation to admiral Byrig, and refifted all 
‘folicitations to the contrary, yet, as ‘a member of the 
houfe had expreffed fome {cruples about the fentence, his 
majefty had thought fit to refpite the execution of it, 
‘that there might be an opportunity of knowing, by tke 
feparate examination of the members of the court-martial, 
upon oath, what grounds there were for fuch fcruples ; 
and that his majefty was refolved ftill to let the fentence 
be carried into execution, unlefs it fhould appear, from the 
faid examination, that admiral Byng was unjuftly con- 
demned. The fentence might be friGy legal, and at 
the fame time very fevere, sreording to the mayien, fiim- 
mum jus fumma injuria, in fach cafes ;, and, perhaps in 
fuch cafes only the rigour of the law ought to be foftened 
by the Jenient hand of the royal prerogative. That this 
was the cafe of admiral Byng appears from the warm and 
eager interceffion of his jury; 2 fpecies of interceffion 
which hath generally, if not always, prevailed at the foot 
of the throne, when any thing favourable for the criminal 
had appeared in the courfe of the trial: how much more 
then might it have been expected to fucceed, when ear- 
neftly urged as a cafe of confcience, in behalf of a man 
whom his judges had exprefsly acquitted of cowardice 
and treachery, the only two imputations that rendered him 
criminal in the eyes of the nation. Such an interpofition 
of the crown in parliamentary tranfactions was irregular, 
unneceffary, and at another junéture might have been 
productive of violent heats and declamation : ‘at prefent, 
jowever, it pafled without cenfure, as the effet of inat- 
tention rather than a defign to encroach upon the privi- 
leges of the houfe. 
he meffage being comsnunicated, a bill was immedi- 
ately brought in to releafe the members of the court- 
martial from the obligation of fecrecy, and paffed through 
the lower houfe without preaiition ; but in the houfe of 
lords: it, appeared to be deltitute of.a-proper foundation. 
They fea ameflage to thé commons geting them to 
give leave that fuch of the members of the court-martial, | 
as were members of that honfe, might attend their lord- 
thips,-in order to be examined’ on-the. fecond readltg of ‘ 
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the bill: accordingly they and the reft of the court-martial 
attending anfwered all queftions without hefitation, 
As they did not infift upon any excufe, nor pfoduce any 
fatisfactory reafon for fhewing that the man they had 
condemned was a proper objeét of mercy, their lord(tips 
were ef opinion there was no occafion for pafling 
any fuch bill; which, therefore, they almoft unanimoufly 
rejeted. It is not ealy to conceive what ftronger reafons 
could be given for proving Mr. Byng an objeét of mercy 
than thoke mentioned in ‘the letter fent to the board of 
admiralty, by the members of the court-martial, who 
were empowered to try the imputed offence, confequentl 
muft have been deemed well qualified to judge of his 
condu&:, * ‘ 
The wrfortuate admiral being thus abandoned to his 
fate, prepafed himfelf for death with refignation 
and tranquillity. He maintained a furprifing chear- 
fulnefs to the laft ; nor did he, from his condemnation to 
his execution, exhibit the leaft fign of impatience or ap- 
prehenfion. During that interval he had remained on board 
of the Monarque, a third rate fhip of war, anchored in 
the harbour of Purtfmouth, under a ftrong guard, in cuf~ 
tody of the marfhal of the admiralty. On the 14th of 
March, the day fixed for his execution, the boats be- 
longing to the fquadron at Spithead, manned and 
armed, containing their captains and officers, with a 
detachment of matines, attended this folemnity in the 
harbour, which was alfo crouded with an infinite number 
of other boags and veficls, filled with fpectators. About 
noon, the atfniral having taken leave of a clergyman, and 
two friends who accompanied him, walked out of. the 
great cabin to the quarter deck, where two files of marines 
awere ready to execute the fentence. He advanced with a 
firm-deliberate ftep, a compofed and refolute countenance, 
and refolved to fuller with his face uncovered, until his 
friends reprefenting that his looks would, poflibly, inti- 
midate the foldiers and prevent them from taking airh 
pieperly, he fubmitted to their requeft, threw his hat on 
deck, kneeled on a cufhion, tied one handkerchief 
over his eyes, and dropped*the other as a fignal for his 
“executioners, Who fired a volley fo decifive, that five balls 
paffed through his body, and he dropped down dead bat 
. inftant. 
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infant, The time confumed in bringing this tragedy tb 
a'conclufion, that is to fay, from his walking out of the 
cabin till his ‘remains were depofited in the coffin, did not 
exceed three minutes. 4 

Such was the unhappy end of the unjortunate John Byng, 
who, as it has been frequently remarked, feems to have 
been rafhly condemned, meanly given up; and cruelly fat 
crificed to the fafety or popularity of men who had no juft 
claim to either. His own fentiments of his fate he 
avowed when on the verge of eternity, and there was no 
longer any caufe of diffimulation, in the following decla- 
ration, which, immediately before his death, he delivered 
to the marthal of the admiralty. 

«« A few moments will now deliver me frone’the vi- 
rulent perfecution, and fruftrate the ‘farther Rice of my 
enemies ; nor need I envy them a_life fubjec to the fen- 
fations my ibfariess and the injuftice done me mutt crewte, 

erfuaded as I am that juftice will be done to my reputation 

ereafter ; the manner and canfe of railing and keeping up 
the popular clamour and prejudice again{t me will be feen 
through; I fhall be confidered (as I now perceive myfelf) 
aviGtim deftined to divert the indignation and refentment 
of an injured and deluded people from the proper objects; 
my enemics themfelves muft now think me innocent. 
Happy for,me, at this my laft moment, that I know my 
own innocence, and am confcious that no part of my 
country’s misfortunes can. be owing tome. I heartily 
with the thedding my blood may’ contribute to the hap- 
pinefs and fervice of my country, but canngt refign my 
jutt claim to a faithful difcharge of my duty, according to 
the beft of my judgement, and the utmoft exertion of my 
ability for his majefty’s honour, and my country’s ferviee. 
Tam forry my endeavours were not attended with more 
fuccefs, and dae the armament under my command-proved 
tao weak to fucceed in an’ expedition of fuch moment. 
ie pee prevailed over calumny and falfehood, aid 
juftice has wiped off the ignominious ftain of my fi fed 
wits of perfonal courage, and the chargeof date. 
My heart acquits me of dots criines’ ‘bur who can be 
prefum ly fure a his. own ju ment? Jf my 
crime 16 an error in judgemént, or differing in opinion 
Soy jeden ad yer the ee nudge ht 
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de on their fide, God forgive them, as 1 do ;,and may the 
diftrefs of their minds, and uneafinefs of their con{ciences, 
which in juftice to me they have reprefented, be believed, 
and fubfide, as my refeatment has done.” ‘The Supra 





Judge fees all hearts and motives; and to him I muft fi 
mit the juftice of my caufe.” 
*  Minitters, indeed, could not, perhaps, have made a worfe 
choice than they did in appointing M1. Byng to his laft 
command, It ended in the deftru@iion of his own fame 
‘and life, and tended, at leaft in the minds of all impartial 
men, to excite the higheft indignation againft thofe who 
had firft ay pointed, and afterwards difpatched him on @ 
fervice, which certainly not his force, nor it may be his 
abilities, were competent to the execution of. Asacom- 
mander he was, as has been al ready obferved, far from bein, 
popular. He was anftere, rigid, almoft to a degree of 
undue oppreffion, and proud even beyond ccanparifon’; 
deftitute, by nature, of thofe conciliating qualities which 
create love and efteem, fortune had, on her part, denied: 
him the means of acquiring admiration and popularity, 
by withholding from him all opportunities of creating ta 
himfelf either, ‘Though we cannot by any means ac- 
quielce in what his enemies moft indecently, violently, 
and untimely infifted on, that he was deficient in perfonal 
aGtivity of mind, or what in plainer terms is called cou- 
rage, -yet-we cannot but fairly confefs, we do not imagine 
im to have poffeffed that ardent fpirit of enterprife which 
might have enabled him to furmount the feveral difficul- 
ties that unfortunately furrounded him ; the evidence 
adduced againft him, on his trial, fully confirms and 
ee see us in this opinion. 
r. Weft, whofe charaéter remained perfedlly unim- 
cached by all parties, a circumftance rather uncommon 
‘a’ colleague tn an unfortunate command, declared, on 
thedrial, he faw no reafon. why the rear divifion, com 
jfanded by Mr. Byng, could not have engaged the enemy 






i st the van; and that sto fignal was made 'to chace 
inthe French gave way, Caj the 
Intrepid, corroborated this“eyi and | that 
the lols of Wis fore-top-maft pear’ jent” 
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praved, that he advifed Mr. Byng,: repeatedly, to beat 
‘ny but without effeét ; for thar, on the day of actions 
the admiral took the entire command of the thip upon 
himfelf. if J 
Thefe circumftances were infifted on with much fitm+ 
nels as fo many proofs of backwardwefs and timidity. 
This was. certainly judging too harfhly, for all thé 
officers who were near his perfon duxjng the aétion, anc 
who, confequently had the faireft opportunity of forming 
an accurate judgement of the ftate of his mind, which on 
fuch occafions is certainly not to be ¢oncealed, were 
unanimous in\agreeing, that he difcovered not the fmalleft 
figns of confufion or want of perfonal courage, but gave 
his orders through the whole bufinefs very diftin&ty, and 
with the greateft apparent coolnefs.. The truth, candidly 
and impartially fpeaking, appears to have been, that he was 
too great an obferver of forns, ancient rules of difcipline, 
and what, if we may be allowed the term, may be called 
naval etiquette *. He deferved rather the charaéter of & 
parade officer than of a great commander ; this is very evi~ 
dent frem his too {triét attention to that practice which on 
many occafionshas been undoubtedly neceflary, and fromhis 
unfortunate perfeverance in keeping the fignal fer the line. 
of battle fying, inftead of hoitting that for a general chace. 
From the moment of his difcovering the French ficet, 
til} the commencement of the action, he is faid to have 
repeatedly exclaimed, ‘ that he would not fall intothat 
error with which Mr. Mathews was charged, and which 
proved his ruin,” that of gallantly engaging the enemy 
before his line of battle was formed. Thns we fee, how 
delicate ought to be the conduét, how clear the jndge- 
ment, and decifive the execution of a naval conimander, 
when the fame fyftem and meafures, which on one o¢ca~ 
fion are ruinous and deftruétive, both to the country and 
the commander, would at a fubfequent time, if per fevered 
in with fpirit, have, probably, preferved the formes from 
i the latter from’an ignominious death. 
ne the wile ‘tanfadiion, futnre 
{earcely avoid cor 
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\o-quit the line, becaufe he had one thip 
more than the entmy, Teflicicst proof of this, i 
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the miftakes of others, beftowing on them the lighteft 
term. In whatever refpe@ he really might be deficient 
as a commander, the blame certainly attaches, in a much 
ftronger degree, to thofe whe fent him on fuch a fervice, 
than to himlelf, who wat, if at all, naturally incompetent 
to the tafk impofed on him. But if it be admitted that 
“the failure primarily, if not entirely, arofe from a real 
deficiency of force, or its being inadequate to the fervice 
on account of its ill-equipment, then the malice of his 
‘enemies is completely manifeft, and the innocence of the 
admiral becomes too apparent even for cavil or doubt. 
Of the latter this unfortunate man appears to have enter- 
tained the ftrongeft innate conviction, for at the moment 
of hi condemnation he had made every preparation to 
leave Portfmouth with that degree of triumph, which a man 
might be fuppofed to difplay when delivered honourably 
from the malice, and vengeance of his enemies. 
EDWARDS, John,—was, én the 9th of November 
1727, appointed captain of the Pearl Frigate. He was 
foon afterwards fent, in the fame fhip, to the Weft 
Indies, where he died, on the rft of September 1731. 
GASCOIGNE, John,—is faid to have been promoted 
to the rank of captain in the navy, and appointed to the 
Greyhound on the sth of December 1727: but this ap- 
pears, from fome private circumftances, rather a matter 
of doubt. We believe him to have been only adting 
captain of the Greyhound, and not to have been advanced 
to the above rank till the 2sth of January 1728, when he 
was commiffioned to the Aldborough frigate. He had no 
confequential appointment after this till the rupture had 
taken place with Spain, in 1739; he was then madc captain 
of the Buckingham, of feventy guns. When the rein« 
forcement was ordered to the Weft Indies, under fir 
Chaloner Ogle, in order to enable Mr. Vernon to under= 
take the expedition againft Carthagena, Mr. Gafcoigne 
‘was temoved into the Torbay, of eighty guns, as fucceffor 
to captain Chriftopher Parker, who retired; he wasconfe~ 
quently prefent at every operation of that unfuceefsful 
armament, and returned to Enrope with. Mr, Leftock in 
‘5744: for fome.time he remained on the Britifh ftation, 
-where there -heing no_enemy to contead with, he confe- 
Ms quently 
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quently had not an Sppentunity oF diftinguifhing bimelf, 
In'1743 he was ordered to the Mediterranean with a rein-. 
forcement to the fleet there, He was prefent at the well- 
known encounter off Toulon, being flationed as one of 
the feconds to Mr. Leftock. Heefcaptd, however, being 
in any degree involved with his principal, even in that, 
degree of obloquy which inveloped many who were not 
criminally charged. H 

He continued in the Mediterranean for a confiderable 
time after the adlion, and in the beginning of the year 
1745 had, occafionally, a temporary command under vice- 
adiniral Rowley of a divilion of the feet ; but the fervices on 
which he was employed do not. require any, particular 
commemoration. Soon after his return to England he 
appears to have retired from the fervice, as it does not 
appear he ever received a fubfequent commiffion. In the 
month of July 1747, he was put on the fuperannuated lift, 
with the rank and half-pay of a rear-admiral. He died in 
England on the 29th of May 1753. 

ERVEY, Hon. William, — was the third“fon of 
John, firft earl of Briftol, and Elizabeth his wife, fole 
daughter and heirefs of fir Thomas Felton, of Playford, 
in the county of Suffolk, baronet, comptrolier of the 
houfehold to her majefty queen Anne. He was‘born on 
the 25th of December 1699, and having entered into the 
fea fervice, was, after paffing through the ufual ftations of 

robation, appointed captain of the Poole on the 2d of 
Fone 1727. He was very foon afterwards prometed to 
the Kinfale, a fifth rate of forty guns, one of the fleet 
colleéted under the command of fir Charles Wager dur~ 
ing the years 1729 and 30, but which never proceeded to 
fea during that period. He accompanied the fame ad- 
airal on his expedition to the Mediterranean in 1731, 
-. When the ficet arrived off Cape St, Vincent, captain 
Hyvey was charged, by the admiral, with a compliment 
to the governor of Cadiz, giving him notice. of the fleet's 
arrival. He was moreoverinitru€<d to declate to his 
cellency, that fir Charles would falute the townof Cadi 
with fifen tins, provided he could be affured an equals 
number would be returned. _ The governor received this 
meffage with te pe givility, and. readily agreed a 
the propofals Captain Harvey wit-aftergeardls di{paiched, 
10) Les enon an errand almoft fimnler; was actly: : 
. PeY 
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happy in adjufting all matters relative to. the introduction’ 
of Aes Spanith troops into the feveral garrifon’ belonging 
to the territories bequeathed, by the duke of "Partha, to 
don Carlos of Spain, We find no other mention made 
of him till after.the commencement of hoftilities with 
Spain in 1739. During the following fummer he com- 
manded the Superb, of fixty guns, one of the fivet em- 
ployed in the Channel under the command of fir John 
Norris. He was afterwards ordered to accompany fir 
Chaloner Ogle to the Weft Indies, when fent with the 
reinforcement to Mr. Vernon. That fleet was, foon 
after it quitted the Britith Channel, overtaken by a violent 
tempeft, in confequence of which captain Hervey, toge~ 
ther with ,the captains Townfend and Ofborn, of the 
Shrewsbury and Prince of Orange, were compelled to put 
‘into Lifbon; captain Hervey afterwards proceeded to the 
Weft Indies in the month of February; but was not pre~ 
fent at the attack of Carthagena*. - 

This gentleman, though fo nobly defcended and ho- 
nourably educated, appears to have been very ill-qualified 
for a naval command ; auftere in his difpofition, even to 
a degree of cruelty, he became at once an object both of 
terror, and hatred to his people. The natural violence of 
his difpofition encreafed to an height no longer to be 
endured: having treated his officers, particularly liew- 
tenant Hardy, with the moft unmerited and unwar- 
rantable feverity, and the crew in geheral with a rigour 
bordering on barbarity, a general complaiut was prefer- 
sed againft him on his return to England: he was, in con- 
fequence, put under an arreft, and brought to a court- 
martial, which was held at Spithead on the 19th of Au- 
gutt 1742. He appears to’ have been very defervedly 
featenced to be tathlered, and was declared incapable of 
holding any fubfequent command in the navy. 

He married, on the 27th of November 1729, Elizabeth; 
daughter of Thomas Bridge, of Portfmouth, in the county 
of Southampton, efq. ‘is lady died in childbed, on the 
7s ‘of July 0 0, of 'a daughter, named Elizabeth. Mr. 

ervey ‘himfelf fived'ta the advanced age of feventy-feven, 
‘and died-in'the month of January 1776. te 

* In the month of fieptember be wared, after fome relftance, the 
Contant, x Spanith segifter thip, Stations carriage and 40 fwivel 
‘gong, having on baard avery valusble cargo of gold, gad cocoa. 

Mrz-% LONG.’ 
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“) LONG, Robert,—was, on the 2rft of March 1726-7, 
appointed captain of the Shoreham frigate. e find 
very'little mention made of this gentleman, his name 
never occurring till upwards of two years after the 
commencement of the war with Spain, in 1739; he was 
then appointed to the Ruffel, of eighty guns, ong 
of the thips ordered for the Mediterranean under Mr. 
Rowley, as a reinforcement to admital Mathews. He 
‘was prefent at the ation off Toulon, being ftationed as 
one of the feconds to vice-admiral Leftock. He-was not, 
however, in the fmalleft degree, involved in the number 
of thofe unfortunate men who contributed to the difgrace 
of that day. On the ercalng of the aétion Mr. Mathews, 
finding his own fhip, the Namur, very much difabled, 
thifted his flag on board the Ruffel, which is is the only 
particular mention we find made of that fhip. Mr. Long 
continned to ferve in the Mediterranean for fome confi- 
derable length of time after this; but on his return to 
England appears to have retired from the fervice, being 
one of the many officers put on the fuperannuated lift, 
with the half-pay and rank of a rear-admiral, on the 21{t 
of July 1747. He died, in England, on the th of July 
r 


71. 
MEAD, Samuel, (2d)—wason Auguft 29,1727, appoint- 
ed captain of the Deal Caftle, or as other Seon of 
the Dolphin. He is faid, by Mr. Hardy, to have been, in 
the early part of ‘his life, in the fervice of the South Sea 
company ; ‘but we rather apprehend this employment to 
have been fubfequent to his taking rank as a pol captain 
jn the navy. is very little known in the fervice as an 
officer, but appears ta have been a perfon of confiderable 
efprit and confequence, as a man of Letters and under- 
flanding. The only fubfequent mention we find made of. 
him in the fervice, is, that in the year 1741 he was 
commander of the Duke, of ninety guns (moft pro. 
bably as captain under commodore Brown) one of the 
Channel fleet under fir John Norris, From the gth of 
September 1742, he totally retired from an active ein- 
ployment as a naval officer, being st’that time appointed 
‘ons. of the commiffioners of the cuftoms, a ftation he 
Fetained till his death, and: was, for the fpace “of 
thifteen years, fenior captain on the lift, as he continued, 

notwith= 
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notwithftanding his civil appointment, to retain his naval 
rank. Several years previous to his deceafe he was ele@ted 
n fellow of the royal fociety, and died in an advanced 
age on the arft of O&ober 1776. 

MILLER, William,—was, on the 18th of November 
1727, appointed captain of the Solebay, and does not 
appear to have ever obtained an higher command tharithat 
of a frigate. In the year 1736 he fell into a very violent 
and unhappy derangement of mind, from which he is not 
believed ever to have recovered. He died fometime in the 


year 1140 
PITMAN, Samuel.—The name of this gentleman is 
inferted by Mr. Hardy, as well as in fome MS. lifts,’ as 
a captain,in the navy; but it is omitted in the greater 
number of thofe of the latter defeription. According to 
Mr. Hardy he was appointed captain of the Pearl frigate 
on the gth of November, and died in the Welt Indies 
(= private account fays at Antigua) on O@ober 5, 1728. 
POCKLINGTON, Chriltopher,—was, on the 14th 
of November 1727, appointed captain of the Port Mahon. 
Notwithiltanding we entertain no doubt of his having held 
™many other commands, we do not find any of them par» 
ticularly {pecified, except that of the Deptford, a fourth 
rate of fixty guns; to which fhip he was appointed, in 
confequence of the rupture with Spain, in 1739. In the 
early part of the fucceeding feafon he commanded the 
fame thip, employed in the Channel under fir John 
Norris. He quitted it when the fiect returned in port, 
‘on that fhip being ordered for the Welt Indies under fir 
Chaloner Ogle. Not finding him in any fubfequent 
command, it may be not unreafonably prefumed he it 
ted the line of a¢tive fervice, which we know him to have 
retired from altogether, in the month of July 1747, being 
put on the fuperannuated Jift, with the rank and half-pay 
of a rear-admiral. He died, in England, in the manth of 
Odober 1766. 
PRICE, John.—This gentleman is faid to have been 
appointed captain of the Superbe, by the commander-in- 
“chief in the Weft [ndies, on the ad of June 1727. He 
died there.on the 27th of December following ; and there. 
appears fome doubt whether his-rank was ever confirmed, 


AMES pc se eae ee aS Hy 
see crores MS. Be fies shi ta be a salote, wed tt 
IRE above commit dated on the roth of QAober. 

oe Me * “TREVOR, 
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TREVOR, John,—was, on the rsth of February 
x726-7, appointed csptain of the Succefs ftorefhip. 
Some accounts make this gentleman to have been captain 
of the Revenge, one of the fhips of the line put in com- 
miffion in the month of November 1733, as a guard 
againft any fudden rupture with Spain. “This circum- 
ftanee is not, however, very clearly and pofitively eftab* 
lithed, for there were at that time tour gentlemen of the 
name of Trevor captains in the navy. and the ftridteft 
enquiry cannot, in many inftances, lead us to any certain 
difcrimination between them. In the year 1735 this 
gentleman commanded the Defiance, of fixty guns, one 
of the fhips compofing the fleet fent to Lifbon under fir 
John Norris. In this thip he continued many years*, 
and was employed, under Mr. Vernon, in the €xpedition 
againft Carthagena: he was afterwards ftationed as a 
cruifer off the coaft of Cuba, where he had the good for- 
tune to capture a Spanifh packet with a confiderable 
quantity of fpecie on board. He died at fea, while thus 
occupied, b-fore the conclufion of the year. * 

ARREN, Sir Peter, K,B.—was the defcendant of 
an ancient and refpetable family in Ireland. Having 
betaken himfelf to a naval life, he was, on the 19th of 
June 1727, appointed to command the Grafton, one of 
four fhips of the line fent out, under fir George Waltun, 
to join fir Charles Wager, who had at that time the Me- 
diterranean and Lifbon command., He did not long con- 
tinue in this fhip, having been, foon after his arrryal at 
Gibraltar, removed into the Solebay frigate, for the pur- 

ofe of carrying out, to the Weit Indies, the king of 
Boain’s orders for executing there the preliminarics of 
peace ftipulated and agreed upon on his majelty’s part, 
which having received, he proceeded on the above fervice 
on May 5, 1728, N.S. Having executed his commiffion 
far as related to the Welt Indies, he proceeded, in compli- 
ance with his inftruétions, to Carolinat, from whence he 
returned 


* Jn 1740 be proceeded to the Well Indies as one of the-convoy to 





a numerous fleet of merchant thips, , 

+ Whitehall, November the isth. —— By a letter from captain 
‘Warren, commander of his wajefty’s thip the Solebay, dared at Soath, 
‘Carvlina, OGober 1, we have the following account, “ that, purfue 
ant.to conimodore St. Lae's orders, he failed on the sath of une from 
Port Royal, and the gd of July anchored at La Vera Cruz; frome 


thence 
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returned in the following year, and was, immediately on 
his arrival in England, appointed to the Leopard, of fifty 
guns, one of the fleet which, during the current and enfui 
ear, rendezvoufed at Spithead under the command of firC, 
‘ager. He commanded this hip till after the year 1735, 
in which year he accompanied fir J. Norsisto Lifbon. , 
We do not find any farther mention made of him till 
after the rupture with Spain, when, as late as the year 
1741, he had no higher command than that of the Squirrel, 
a twenty gun fhip, on the American ftation. In 1742 
he commanded the Launcefton of forty guns; but the only 
memorable mention we find made of him is, his having 
captured the Peregrina privateer, mounting fourteen 
eit and four fwivel guns, in company with cap- 
tain Edward Aylmer of the Port Mahon. He was 
fometime afterwards promoted to the Superbe, of fixty 
guns; and being ordered to the Welt Indies, was left, by 
fir Chaloner Ogle, commodore of a fmall {quadron on the. 
Antigua ftation. He very much diftinguithed himfelf by 
his extraordinary exertions while employed in this fervice, 
for, having taken a {tation off Martinique, his fquadron in 
avery fhort timecaptured upwards of Cqenryvaliablepiteee, 
onc of them a regifter fhip, taken by the Woolwich, vae 
lued at 250,000]. In the year 1745, a project having 
been formed at Bofton, in New England, to furprize the 
city of Lonifbourg, the capital of Cape Breton, Mr. 
‘arren was ordered to repair to America with his little 
ficct, confifting, exclulive of his own thip, only of the 
Launcefton and Eltham, of forty guns cach which were, 
foon after his arrival on the coalt, joined by the Mermaid 
of the fame force. He arrived at Canfo, in Nova Scotia, 
on the 25th.of April, and found the troops encamped, 
they having reached the place of rendezvous upwards of 
three weeks before, under convoy of fen private armed 








thence he feat the king of Spain’s orders to his viceroy at Mexico, 
the receipt of which that viceroy owned by the return of the paft, 
affaring captain Warren that he bad given dirediions to the proper 
officers to'ufe all poffible diligence and difpaich in the reflitution of 
the South Sea company’s thips and effedis, which had been feized ia 
the portof La Vera Cruz. Agreeible to which, onthe zoth of July, 
Se Prince Frederiel sa ewo ofthe compa fs ocs were put in 
fellion af their ageats there. On-the + gal percargocs’ 

Torte delired to beginto recive the cargo of the Prince Frederick” 
veffels. 
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veffels, On the 2gth the troops reimbarked, and the 
whole of the armament came to an anchor in Gabarus bays 
about a league diftant from Louifbourg, on the 3oth, 
Nothing could exceed the confterration into which the 
inhabitants and garrifon were thrown by this very unex- 
petted vifit: the governor fgebly endeavoured to prevent 
the landing of the troops, by fending out a detachment of 
one hundred men for that purpofe ; but the fpirit with 
which the invaders attacked therr, compelled them ta 
retire almoft without a blow. The debarkation was 
effected without lofs, and the city formally invefted on the 
land fide. ; 
Mr. Warren, who was foon afterwards joined by the 
Canterbury and Sunderland, of fixty guns cach, and the 
Chefter, of fifty, all from England, blocked up the har- 
dour fo clofe, that fuch fhips as attempted to get in were 
captured, and the piace was, confequently, foon reduced 
to the greateft diftrefs. The Vigilante, of fixty guns, 
which was known to be on its paflage from Breit, deep! 
Taden with provifions and military ftores, was their lai 
hope : this veflel was decoyed by one of the frigates into 
‘the center of Mr. Warren’s fquadron and captured, almoft 
without refiftance*. On the tith of June the naval 
force 


. © We have the following different official accounts of the repeated 
Soccefs of this diligent and fortunate commander not only during the 
fiege alluded to, but after the conclufion Of it, as it was then unknown 
to ihe enemy that the place wat in the hands of the Englith. 
Gazette, No. 8450. 

‘The letters from commodore Warren inform us, “ that he, in 
eompany with the Mermaid, had taken » French thip of war, oF 
Sixty-four guns and five hundred and fixty men, called the Vi 
the marquis de Fort Maifon commander, bound from Brett to = 
‘bourg, with a great number of fmal] cannon and ordnance ftores, 
"That be had alfo, in company with one of our cruilers, taken a fecond. 
fhip with provifions, bound from France to Louifbourg. That there 
‘was now a regular blockade of Louifbourg both by fea and land; and 
iat he had pat the faid Vigilant into commilbon far his majefty's 

rvice.”* 









July 25, 
On the 18th inflant one of the colony eruifers’b 
large French febooner fram Quebec, laden with flour and other pro- 
vilions. Qn the aed a large Gsip appeared in the offing, which 1 
took to be a fiaty gua thip ; and the next morning, wt daylight, I font 
cout the Princefe Mary and Canterbury, and had the pleafure to fee 
them, from the ramparts, take her without oppofition. She proves 

« 
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force receiving a confiderable aypoattance by the arrival 
of the Princefs Mary, the Hector, and the«Lark, the 
fiege was prefled with fo much vigour, that on the 15th 
the city, and with it the whole ifland of Cape Breton, 
furrendered. Soon as the news of this fuccels arrived in 
England Mr. Warren was promoted to ee rear-admiral 
of the blue, his commiffion bearing date Angutt the 8th, 
1745. 
Tee his return to England he appears to have enjoyed 
fome fhort repofe from the fatigue of public bufinefs 
during the enfuing year; in the courfe of which he was, 
neverthelefs, on the 14th of July, advanced to be rear- 
admiral of, the white. In the beginning of the year 
1747, he was appointed fécond in command of the fqua- 
dron fent out, under“Mr. Anfon and himfelf, for the 
uurpofe of intercepting the united Fiench fquadrons, 
und to America and the Eaft Indies, which were re- 
jorted to be on the point of, failing from Breft. The 
finer of thefe armaments was referved for a future viftory, 
that bound to America, under the command of monfeur 
de Jonquiere, being the only one that put to fea. ie 
deftination was the recapture of Louifbourg ; and its dif- 
comfiture and capture muft, on that ground, have been 





to be the Charmonte, a French Ea India fhip, of about 500 or 60> 
tons, twenty-eight guns, and minery-nine men, commanded by M. 
Nouvel de la Contria, who aifurce us that the is (except Mr. Anfon's) 
tas good a prize as has been taken this war,” 

* Avgal 1, 1745. 
id have brought into Lovithourg. the 
ip from Bengal, preity rich. By her 
wwe Intra that the Trico 'e'bp Aer paler awk shar chia ft! ap 
pointed rendezvous for their India trade; therefore it is to be hoped 
more of them will fall into our hands,” 

 Augull 8, 1745+ 


"On the ad inftant the Sunderland and Chefler brought 1 
French Ship, called the Notre Dame de la Deliverance, ca 
Pierre Litaat, of twenty-two guns, aod about Gixty men, from Lima 
in the South Seas, for which place the failed from Cadiz in ihe yar 
2741. ‘She has on board, in gold and filver, upwards of three hun~ 
dred thoaland pounds flerling, and # cargo of cocoa, Peruvian wool, 
and Jefaits bark. She came from Lima with awo others, cach of 
them much richer than this; and near the banks of Newfoundland 
they met with two thips which took the otber South Sea man, while 
this with difficulty efeaped.”” 2 












parti- 
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particularly grateful to Mr. Warren. ‘The operations of 
the Britith armament have beenvalready related in general 
terms in our account of Mr. Anfon: fuffice it therefore 
to fay, on. the prefent occafion, that Mr. Warren had 
happily an opportunity of fignalifing himfelf very re- 
markably in the courfe of the ation alluded to. “The 
Devonthire, of fixty-fix guns, on board which hip he 
had hoifted his flag, got up with monfieur de Jonquiere 
himfelf, on board the Serieux ; and after recciving his 
fire, which was well directed, clofed within piftol-thor 
and continued to engage till the Serieux ftruck. 

Mr. Warren having filenced this antagonift proceeded 
to engage the Invincible, commanded by the commodore 
de St. Geo the fecond officer in the French fquadron, 
and, after a fhort time, had the fatisfaction’ of feeing 
himfelf fo well feconded by the Briftol, captain Monta- 
gue, that their opponent was quickly difmafted. The 
iffue of this memorable encounter is wel) known, and 
may be comprifed in very few words, “ the whole of the 
French fquadron, confifting of fix fhips of two detks, in- 
cluding the Gloire, of forty-four guns, befides four fri- 
gates, were taken.” Mr. Warren was not forgotten on 
this occafion ; his gallantry was rewarded with the order 
of the Bath, a remuneration for his fervices, which being 
honorary only, was, in all probability, more grateful to 
aman of his known open and gencrous turn of mind, 
than would have been one of a more fubftantial, and lucra- 
tive nature. In the month of July sollorig fe Peter, 
being flationed with a fquadron to cruife off Cape Fini- 
fterre, fell in with, on the 2t{t of that month, four valu- 
able merchant-fhips, convoyed by two French thips of 
‘war, which ran into a bay on the ifland of Sifargo. Sir 
Peter purfuing them, the whole ran afhore; one of the 
fhips of war, mounting forty-four guns, was fired by the 
crew and blew up before the boats of the {quadron could 
get on board; but the merchant-fhips were got off the 
next day, and brought into Plymouth. On the 15th of 
July following he was advanced tu be vice-admiral of the 
white. 

Sir Peter failed again from Spithead, on a cruife, on 
the 2d of September; but falling fick was com; to 
quit his command and setire to his country feat, at Weilt- 

‘ bury, 
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bury, in Hampfhire. This. was the laft fervice he ever 
lived to perform, for peace being concluded in the enfu- 
ing year the fleet was of courfe difmantled ; and he lived 
not to fee a renewal of thofe times, when fervices like 
his own were needed. Few men ever attained, or better 
deferved fo great a fhare of popularity. He had not onl) 
tue fingular happinefs of being univerfally courted, 
efteemed, and beloved, but had the additional confolation 
of having paffed through life without making, far as we 
can inveftigate, a fingle'enemy. At the general election, 
in 1747, fir Peter was chofen reprefentative in parliament 
for the city of Weftminfter; and, on the 12th of May 
1748, was promoted to be.vice-admiral of the red. In. 
1752, the death. of the lord mayor (Thomas Winterbot~ 
tom, efq.)*of London, pricing a vacancy of alderman 
for Billingfgate ward, the citizens, who had at a previ- 
ous meeting, to thew their refpeé for fir Peter Warren, 
prefented him with the freedom of the city, and of the _ 
Goldfmith’s company, on account of his gallant behaviour 
at fea, iominated him for their alderman. 

As‘foon as fir Peter was informed of their intentions 
he very politely begged leave to decline accepting their 
offer, urging, that his charaéter in life muft undoubtedly 
prevent his being able to difcharge, with propriety, the 
duties of that important office. In confequence of this, 
the &puty and common council fent’ him the following 
letter, dated Billingfgate ward, June 9, 1752. 

*¢ Honoured fir; 

*¢ You have given us the utmoft concern in telling us, 
that it is inconfiftent with your duty, and other avocations, 
to honour us in being our alderman. Olurfelves in 
ticular, and the inhabitants in general, of the whole ward, 
are fo truly fenfible of the greatnefs of your character 
and true worth, that unanimity in your election would 
have expreffed how highly we thought ourfelves honoured 
by your acceptance of our choice; and it is with the 
greateft reludtance that this difappointment fhould occa 
fion us, fo early as to day, to return you our fincereft 
thanks for the great civilities you have thewn us, and for 
the further aflurance you have becn pleafed to give us of 
the honour of your friendship ; on which reliance we beg 
Icave to make this application to you, molt earneftly 

defiring 
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defiring you to xe-confider this matter, hoping fomé 
lucky incident may flill induce your acceptance, that we 
may have 2 more joyful caufe ie our expreffion of the 
zéal we have for your high abilities and diftinguifhed 
merit, and to affure you that we thal) cver retain the higheft 
fenfe of the obligation you will thereby confer on, 
“ Sir, 
“ Your moft obedient humble fervants.” 

Sir Peter, in return to this, immedibtely fent the deputy 

and common council the following anfwer. 


« To the deputy and common-council-men-of the ward 
of Billingfgate. : 
“ Cayendith-fquare, June 9, 1752. 
« Gentlemen, 

«« T am extremely obliged to my worthy friends, the 
inhabitants of your ward, for the diftinguifhed matk of 
their favour, and to you for the warm expreffiuns of regard 
contained in your letter of this date ; but as the, accept- 
ance of a civil office would interfere with the military 
one, that I have the honour to hold, in which I hall 
ever be ready to ferve my king and country, I hope J fhall 
ftand excufed im dectining the fingular honour fo unani- 
mou(ly and obligingly conferred on, 

«¢ Gentlemen, 
“© Your moft obedient 
«« and obliged humble fervant, 
«* P. Warnen.” 


With this letter the admiral fent the common councit 
‘of Billingfgate ward 2001. one moiety to be diftributed 
amongtt the poor of the faid ward, and the other to be dif- 
pofed of at their diferetion. 

The deputy and common council, not fatisfied with this 
anfwer, waited on fir Peter in perfon, hoping they might 
prevail on him to accept the office. He received them 
with great politene(s, but ftill refufed complying with 
their requeft, faying, it was incompatible with the duty he 
owed to his king and country as a naval officer. 

Notwithftanding this, comin alderman of Bil- 
lingfgate ward ; eA on 2 june fent a-meffage 
&o the cauit of » drag be excl om 

ferving 


